Freedom of religion and belief is easy to take for granted until it is infringed or taken away. The basic freedom to teach, preach, live out or change one’s faith is essential to thriving communities. Shockingly religious oppression, violence and persecution is widespread across Sub-Saharan Africa and infringements are creeping into many nations. Murder, torture and kidnapping are an everyday threat. Islamic extremists want to destroy the church and are using unthinkable violence.  
Last year a declaration by a group of citizens from sub-Saharan Africa was penned on the plight of Christians in this region. Out of this declaration one of the statements relate to us in the comfortable church: “The Church in Sub-Saharan Africa feels alone and unheard. We are concerned that the universal Church is insufficiently aware of the plight of persecuted Christians.”  And there are related actions that have been identified to bring awareness and involvement: “Our fellow Christians in the wider body of Christ to support the Christians of Sub-Saharan Africa by:
a. Sensitizing themselves and their communities about the situation in Sub-Saharan Africa and the plight of Christians.
b. Making persecution of Christians a long-term agenda item for specific prayer and advocacy, as well as practical assistance through partnering in relevant activities.
c. Advocating for the Christians of Sub-Saharan Africa with their own government.”
With this Open Doors multi-year campaign Arise Africa has been launched to stop the violence and start the healing. This year several further actions are taking place towards this aim. You are invited to join in and participate. 
A camphor tree statue will be unveiled on African soil on the 11th of September at Rosebank Union Church, Sandown, Johannesburg. A global petition will be available for signature. The statue will be travelling from one Open Doors base to another across the world over the next couple of years symbolising the prayers of the nations for the healing of the nations. On the 14th of September an in-person prayer event at the same venue takes place. Church communities can sign up for a year of prayer in 2025. You are called to pray, speak up, and participate.

