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“STRENGTHEN WHAT
REMAINS AND IS
ABOUTTO DIE.”

REVELATION 3:2

Thanks to your support, Open Doors field
partners handed out more than 130 Bibles to
Christian youth in northern Nigeria, May 2023.
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ABOUT OPEN DOORS

It was back in 1955 that a young Dutch missionary went to Communist Poland with a
suitcase full of Gospel tracts. Behind the Iron Curtain, he found isolated Christians who
thought the world had forgotten them, and churches desperately in need of Bibles.

He prayed and opened his Bible — and found these words: “Wake up! Strengthen what
remains and is about to die.” (Revelation 3:2)

That man became known as Brother Andrew, that verse became his mission — and his
trip changed the world.

Brother Andrew made countless journeys across Europe in the following years, smuggling
Bibles in his blue VW Beetle. He developed a trademark prayer:

“Lord, in my luggage | have Scripture | want to take to Your children. When You
were on earth, You made blind eyes see. Now, | pray, make seeing eyes blind.
Do not let the guards see those things You do not want them to see.”

As the ministry grew, other needs emerged. As well as Bibles, persecuted Christians
around the world needed leadership, education, and practical support.

Brother Andrew went to be with the Lord in 2022. But today, your support means Open
Doors works in more than 70 countries to support Christians who dare to follow Jesus no
matter the cost. With your gifts and prayers, millions of persecuted believers know they
are not alone.

Thank you for standing with them.
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A LETTER FROM LYNETTE

#TRULY |
TELL YOU,
WHATEVER
YOU DID
FOR ONE OF
THE LEAST
OF THESE
BROTHERS
AND SISTERS
OF MINE,
YOU DID
FOR ME.”

MATTHEW 25:40

You are such a blessing. In a world where persecution of Christians
is intensifying, your kindness means our persecuted brothers and
sisters are never alone...

You are the reason a widow in Nigeria has an income to feed herself
and her children.

You are the reason a secret believer in North Korea has the strength
to follow Jesus.

You are the reason a Believer from a Muslim Background in the
Middle East is growing in faith.

Looking back over the past year, every second you spent in prayer
for your persecuted family made a difference. Every kind donation
helped someone in desperate need.

Your support reached more than eight million persecuted believers
with training, practical support, advocacy and Scripture material.

Across the world, persecution worsened in 2023. At the same time,
your commitment grew stronger. You helped Open Doors reach 7%
more Christians than in 2022, expanding our presence ministry to
ensure persecuted believers are never alone.

You provided trauma healing, encouragement, online support and
fellowship where it's needed most. And you launched ingenious
projects which help Christians cope with economic challenges and
build bridges to the wider community.

In future, | expect religious persecution to increase, driven by
political instability, climate change, population growth, and the
drift towards dictatorships among governments.

But | know you will not forget your brothers and sisters risking
everything to follow Jesus. Together, we will stand with Christians
facing persecution and discrimination so they are never alone.
Thank you!

Peace M .

Lynette Leibach
Executive Director, Open Doors Southern Africa
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Abdulla* fled Afghanistan after
the Taliban took control and

now lives in Central Asia. This
faithful believer risks everything
to follow Jesus and disciple other
Afghan converts. Your support is
providing Abdulla with training to
strengthen his faith and ministry.

“My initial plan was to go further,
towards Europe, for a better life,”
said Abdulla. “But | prayed, and
now I’'m sure God is calling me
and my family to serve here. We
can see how God is blessing us.”

*Name changed for security reasons



A GLOBAL VIEW

More than 365 million Christians suffer high levels of persecution and discrimination for their
faith. That’s one in seven Christians worldwide. Through the faithful support and prayers

of all Open Doors supporters, and the efforts of Open Doors bases all over the world,

an unbelievable impact was made. You are part of this! Thanks to you, people risking
everything to follow Jesus are never alone.

GLOBAL IMPACT IN 2023

3667593
PEOPLE RECEIVED PEOPLE WERE HELPED

BIBLICAL TRAINING WITH SOCIO-ECONOMIC
AND DISCIPLESHIP

1865 739
PEOPLE RECEIVED PEOPLE WERE SUPPORTED
BIBLES AND THROUGH PRESENCE
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE MINISTRY AND RESEARCH

8M+ PEOPLE 77% MORE PEOPLE 10% MORE
WERE SUPPORTED BENEFITTED FROM BIBLES AND SCRIPTURE
AROUND THE WORLD; OPEN DOORS PRESENCE ITEMS DISTRIBUTED
A 7% INCREASE MINISTRY, MAINLY COMPARED TO 2022
COMPARED TO 2022 ONLINE PROGRAMMES,

COMPARED TO 2022
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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION
AYUBA’S STORY

When Ayuba* heard Boko Haram were heading for his
village in northeast Nigeria, he fled. He knew the violence
inflicted by these Islamic extremists would be brutal.

The next day, Ayuba returned and discovered his father’s
body. He’'d been beheaded. Then Boko Haram sent a list of
people they wanted to kill next. “My name was on it,” said Ayuba.

This young man immediately went into hiding. But your support found Ayuba — and
you’ve given him a future.

You provided trauma counselling to address Ayuba’s desire for revenge. You ensured
he had the means to support his siblings. And you helped him join a vocational
training course, leading to a good job.

“This training will help me in the future, and allow me to support the church,” said
Ayuba. “Thank you, my brothers and sisters, for your support. | pray God will bless

you and your families.”

*Name changed for security reasons.
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YOUR IMPACT

FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

In 2023, your prayers and support contributed to a total of R22,5 million that was granted
by our Southern Africa base to our persecuted family across the world. That is an increase
of around R2 million from the previous year. We praise the Lord for providing through His
Church to His Church.

HOW YOUR SUPPO

RT WAS DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE WORLD

) & LI ER N -
R636 383 ,

-7

Where most needed
across the world:
R20 463 633

Thank you to all our partners for every gift given out of love and obedience.

“Jesus said, ‘Truly | tell you; this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the
others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all
she had to live on.” Mark 12:43-44

WHERE OUR OR DONORS
MAJOR DONOR

SUPPORT Donations given by groups

CAME FROM or individuals above

R50 000 annually.

OTHER
Once-off donations,
bequests, money
raised by our
Biblegivers, and
product sales.

REGULAR GIVERS
Debit orders and donors
giving ten or more times in
ayear.
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Here is how you, our Southern Africa partners, supported our persecuted family through
different projects. You strengthened them, showing our persecuted family across the world
that they are never alone.

YOUR IMPACT IN 2023

BELIEVERS RECEIVED BELIEVERS HAD
ADVOCACY SUPPORT BIBLICAL TRAINING
AND DISCIPLESHIP

BELIEVERS WERE BELIEVERS WERE
GIVEN BIBLES AND VISITED THROUGH THE
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE PRESENCE MINISTRY

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.
For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothes and you

clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit
me.’”

“The King will reply: ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”” Matt. 25:34-36, 40
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DEEP DIVE INTO THE REGIONAL IMPACT

IN AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA

Our Southern Africa partners helped to raise a total of R488 875 for the region.

Violent persecution in Sub-Saharan Africa is unprecedented. In 2023, there were more
killings, more attacks on Christian schools, clinics and churches, and a surge in believers
forced to flee their homes.

Meanwhile, in Latin America, religious freedom violations are becoming more aggressive
and frequent. Persecution is increasing faster in Nicaragua than almost anywhere else in

the world.

You helped to reach believers under extreme pressure in Africa and Latin America.
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$10M+

spent on socio-
economic development
work in these

regions in 2023

45

caregiving ministries
established in Ethiopia,
providing trauma healing
and counselling

50 000+
persecuted believers
supported in Latin
America

<7 @ ®

The focus for Open Doors’ work in Africa
and Latin America in 2023 was socio-
economic development, with more being
spent in this area than any other.

Thanks to you, a number of “bridging
projects” were launched. These strategic
schemes demonstrate God’s love for local
people through projects that benefit the
community. They include schools, mill

houses, water boreholes and literacy classes.

By building favour with the community, these
projects challenge local perceptions of
Christians and protect the church from harm.

Open Doors partners have come alongside
believers with trauma counselling, relief
and rehabilitation ministries.

In Latin America, 54 622 persecuted
Christians were supported with training,
mentoring, literature and advocacy
work. Most support went to believers in
Colombia, followed by Nicaragua.

OPEN DOORS IMPACT REPORT 2023

YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION

EZANA AND
FASIL'S STORY

Ezana and Fasil* longed for one thing:
a safe childhood.

These young twins live in southern
Ethiopia, where evangelical Christians
are relentlessly persecuted. Their
father is a bold preacher

— so the family is a target.

Ezana and Fasil attended a school
supported by Open Doors, but it only
went up to a certain age, and they
were due to leave. They feared for
their safety in a public school.

Thanks to you, their school has been
expanded and more classes added.
Now, the boys can stay on to learn and
live out their faith in safety. “They are
the next generation for the Gospel,” said
the twin’s father Ermias*. “They are the
hope for the Church.”

*Names changed for security reasons.




DEEP DIVE INTO THE REGIONAL IMPACT

Our Southern Africa partners helped to raise a total of R911 109 for the region.
Asia is home to some of the most dangerous places on earth to follow Jesus.
In North Korea, believers face torture and death. In China, an estimated 10 000 churches

were closed or destroyed in 2023. In India, the radical Hindu government has opened the
door for a dramatic increase in violent persecution.

You helped to strengthen the Church in Asia as a powerful witness.

i
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Supporting the Church in Asia to be salt

and light was a key priority for 2023, with
around two-thirds of all beneficiaries
equipped to be witnesses for Christ. Your
gifts provided discipleship materials, training,
healing and church restoration projects.

Context-relevant training was run for
1000 Christians in rural Laos, and leaders
in North Korea were equipped with
intensive discipleship training. According
to feedback, in Sri Lanka, Bible training
inspired three-quarters of Christians to
display Christ-like behaviour, reaching out
with love to their community.

Prayer gatherings were organised among
mainstream churches in Malaysia and
Indonesia to encourage people to pray
with their persecuted brothers and sisters.
Meanwhile, social media and online work
reached 20% more people (including
isolated believers) in Central Asia.

in believers reached
in Indonesia and 25%
growth in Myanmar

believers supported
in North Korea in 2023

@
)
e
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reached in Malaysia,
compared to 2022,
through discipleship
and Sunday school
teacher training

YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION

MING’S STORY

Ming* is part of China’s underground
Church. A Bible smuggler who has
been rejected by his family and
arrested by the authorities, he is under
constant surveillance.

Recently, Ming’s home was searched
by the authorities again, and he
narrowly avoided jail. Ming feels weary
and distrustful — but your support
strengthens his faith.

An Open Doors partner regularly meets
with Ming to provide discipleship
training and prepare him to lead an
underground church in future.

Ming has this message for supporters
like you: “Thank you for praying. | feel
| am not by myself. | feel God has been
looking after me, protecting me from
being put in prison. You energise and
encourage me to stay committed to
the call of sharing the Gospel.”

*Name changed, and representative image
used for security reasons.
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DEEP DIVE INTO THE REGIONAL IMPACT

IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND
NORTH AFRICA

You, as part of our Southern Africa partners, contributed a total of R636 383 to
support persecuted believers in the region.

Life is precarious and volatile for Christians in the Middle East and North Africa.

Political turmoil and conflict have sparked an exodus of believers seeking security
elsewhere. Natural disasters, including the huge earthquakes in Turkey and Syria, have
added to the instability. Meanwhile, Believers from a Muslim Background in North Africa
are under increasing pressure, and churches are being forcibly closed.

You helped to ensure persecuted believers are never alone.
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6 050
CHURCHES

worked with Open
Doors in 2023,
a 17% increase
compared to 2022

14

brothers at risk of
the death penalty
were released in
0 a North African
country in 2023

3X MORE
PEOPLE

were supported
in Yemen compared
to 2022

Open Doors expanded its reach across
the Middle East and North Africa, with
humanitarian crises in places like Yemen
opening up opportunities to connect
with Christians. Our work grew in several
North African nations as well as in Israel
and Palestine, and our investment in
social media has reached many isolated
believers.

Your support also saw new church partners
come on board. In Egypt alone, 3 144
churches were supported in places where
Christians face intense persecution. Your
gifts and prayers are helping churches
shine as Centres of Hope, bringing God’s
love to communities under pressure.

We also saw fruit from Open Doors’ long-
term advocacy work. In one North African
country (which we can’t name for security
reasons), we finally secured freedom

for 14 brothers facing the death penalty.
In another country, in the Middle East,
detained believers were released.

OPEN DOORS IMPACT REPORT 2023

YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION
SAHAR’S STORY

Tears rolled down Sahar’s* face as
a car took her away from the family
home. Her husband had discovered
her secret faith and thrown her out.
Would she see her children again?

Sahar went to prison in Iran for

her faith. But today, she’s safe in a
neighbouring country, reunited with
her sons. Because of your support,
Sahar now helps other women risking
everything to follow Jesus.

Sahar runs an online and in-person
ministry reaching Iranian and Afghan
women with the Gospel — with a
special focus on women rejected by
their families and communities.

“Christian women need prayer, love,
counselling and teaching,” said Sahar.
“I do as much as | can. God gave

me a vision, and thanks to you, | am
pursuing it. Seeing God use me to
bless others is very precious.”

*Name changed for security reasons.
:T
h !
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SHARING THE MESSAGE OF THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

Part of Open Doors’ mission is to educate and mobilise the Body of Christ in the “free
world” so that they can be aware of what is happening to their persecuted family and play
their part in helping to support them in the most dangerous places.

Your support in 2023 helped us to reach more people in Southern Africa with the message
of the persecuted Church, sparking more involvement, prayers, and action for those
risking it all for Jesus.

7 736 rartners gave a gift
every month in 2023.

33 247 reople formed part of our
online community on
social platforms.

686 presentations were held to
share the message of the
persecuted Church.
Reaching an audience of over

60 000 people.

a5 active volunteers helped to

spread the message, host
events and mobilise prayer
across Southern Africa.

“] WANT TO BE PART OF WHAT OPEN DOORS IS DOING;
‘STRENGTHENING WHAT REMAINS".”

16

HENDRICK CHILLI, VOLUNTEER SPEAKER, GAUTENG
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13 PARTNERS
TRAVELLED WITH US
TO ENCOURAGE OUR

FAMILY IN THE SUB-
CONTINENT OF INDIA,
THE MIDDLE EAST AND
SOUTHEAST ASIA.

TN o iy ety

45 ATHLETES
COMPETED IN
SUPPORT OF THEIR
PERSECUTED FAMILY,
RAISING A TOTAL OF
R330 529.

I
i

“l am blessed to live out my love for
Jesus. May every step I’ll take be a
prayer for the persecuted Church.”
Sanet Calitz, while preparing for the
Comrades Marathon.

14 PARTNERS LEFT
A GIFT IN THEIR
WILL FOR THEIR

PERSECUTED FAMILY
WITH A TOTAL OF
R1 425 913 RECEIVED.

We honour the following people who
left a living legacy for the persecuted
Church:

Anna Leach, Mildred Faurie, Anna Smit,

Joan Ingram, Noeline Mileham, M Harris,
J de Beer, Lieschen Erasmus,

Anschen van Zyl, M le Roux, Werda Tait,
H Park, C de Kock, William Silburn.

OPEN DOORS IMPACT REPORT 2023

A TRAVELLER’S
TESTIMONY

| had the privilege to join a trip to the
Middle East. The Sunday, we attended
a refugee church.

My friend who travelled with me said
there is a lady and her son that | must
pray for. The son is on dialysis and is
very ill. It was as if a light switched on
inside my soul. This was their request
for prayer, but it was also my story.
Twelve years ago, | was diagnosed
with chronic kidney failure, was on
dialysis and live to tell the tale after
receiving a kidney transplant.

| met Marcia and her son, Michael,
who is the same age as me.
Immediately, we were talking like old
friends. | could see how sick he was,
and we spoke about his struggle with
the dialysis and how he is unable

to get a transplant because of his
refugee status. We talked about our
many shared experiences for a long
time, prayed and cried together. It was
a divine appointment that the Lord
had been preparing me for 12 years,
and now | could place this brother’s
burden with him before the Cross.

After our encounter, Romans 8:28 kept
playing in my mind: “All things work
together for those who love Him.”

| walked away humbled by the
meeting that the Holy Spirit had in
store for me halfway across the world
and in awe of how He uses our past
pain to encourage and give hope to
fellow believers.”

Carien, who travelled with
Open Doors in 2023.
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YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION
BETHANY’S STORY

It’s hard to imagine the pain and sorrow
endured by Bethany®. But thanks to you,
she has a future...

Several years ago, Bethany’s daughter
Mary* was abducted by Fulani militants
during an attack on their home in northern
Nigeria. For 54 days, Mary was held captive
and sexually assaulted. Bethany paid a
ransom to secure Mary’s release — but the
payment left the family destitute.

Mary was traumatised by what happened.
She attended an Open Doors healing
programme — and things began to look
brighter. “My daughter came back full of
hope and love,” remembers Bethany.

But tragedy struck again. Mary became ill,
and in February 2023, she suddenly died.

It was hard to comprehend. “Just when |
thought God was wiping my tears, | had
the pain of losing Mary,” said Bethany.

Bethany and her remaining daughters.
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What happened next is a reminder of
the extreme danger faced by Christians
in sub-Saharan Africa, where violence
is unprecedented, and believers risk
everything to follow Jesus.

MY BRETHREN
IN CHRIST, 1AM
GRATEFULTO
YOU ALL.”

Just months after her daughter’s death,
Bethany herself was kidnapped while
working in the fields. “I cried all day and
night and prayed to God to rescue me,”
said Bethany. “All these events left me
heartbroken and helpless.”

Thankfully, you were there for Bethany.

Your support brought Bethany to an
Open Doors trauma healing course after
her release. “The one week | spent in
the centre has brought joy, hope and
reassurance of God’s love,” said Bethany.
“It helped me know | am not alone.”

And your kindness didn’t end there. Thanks
to you, Open Doors partners were able

to build a house for Bethany on a small

plot of land which belonged to Mary. Your
generosity has given Bethany a new start —
and hope for the future.

“My brethren in Christ, | am grateful to you

all,” said Bethany, tears rolling down her
face. “You gave yourselves to do this for
me. | lack the words to say thank you, but
God will bless you.”

*Names changed to protect our persecuted
family.
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SUFFERS, EVERY
PART SUFFERS
WITHIT... YOU

Bethdany from 'Nigeria,

A LETTER
FROM THE
BOARD

Dear friends

Thank you for your obedience, prayers,
and gifts for and to the persecuted Church.

Because of your faithfulness, R22,5 million
was granted by our Southern Africa base
to our persecuted brothers and sisters
across different geographies. We thank our
Heavenly Father for you!

You might never truly understand the
impact you make through your faithful
prayers and giving.

Because of your faithfulness, you have
shown our persecuted family that they are
not alone. Because of your faithfulness,
together with partners across the world,
more than 8 million believers were
supported in 2023.

Because of your faithfulness, secret
believers found the fortitude to go on
believing. Because of your faithfulness,
our persecuted family’s lives are being
impacted in a positive manner.

We thank you and pray for your continued
support, knowing that for now we see in
part and that you are storing up treasures
in heaven. We pray for God’s hundred-fold
blessing over your lives, for the blessing
you are to our brothers and sisters.

Yours in Christ

o U&Llﬂ Geofaﬂ,
N

Kerusha, Chairwoman of the Board
Open Doors Southern Africa



THANK YOU ox
FOR FAITHFULLY
SUPPORTING
YOUR
PERSECUTED
FAMILY.

“Bear one another’s®.».
burdens, and so fulf‘l Cl I,
the law of Christ.” -

GALATIANS 6:2

@ Open Doors www.opendoors.org.za

southafrica@od.org
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