
The current generation of believers in Iraq has not only been marred by war, but they have also lost their homes and 
possessions. Some have even lost loved ones – while others have lost their purpose in the tedium of everyday survival.

Thanks to the generous support of friends like you, Open Doors provides almost 15 000 
internally displaced Iraqi families with relief aid every month through local partners. 
Furthermore, Open Doors remains active in providing regular and follow-up 
trauma care to social workers, nuns, priests and Christian volunteers – an area 
of ministry that reaches deeper 
than the eye can see.

Despite the departure of at least 
70 per cent of all the Christians 
in Iraq due to ISIS threats, sister 
Hannan* has chosen to stay. “She is a survivor. She is a hero of the faith,” 
says one of the Open Doors counsellors who has been encouraging and 
supporting sister Hannan. Sister Hannan lived through the invasion of 
the coalition army, the fall of Saddam Hussein, and the ensuing war 
between Sunni and Shia Muslims. She’s been held up at gunpoint, had 
her car stolen, and lost family members and fellow nuns. And yet today 
she works with Christian girls who were sexually assaulted and raped.

In Syria, we continue to hear of people being injured and killed by ISIS militants 
every other day, as this country remains in a dismal state of war. Despite the  
more than three million Syrians who have already fled, an estimated seven 
million people in Syria remain without refuge, and without hope.

That’s why your prayers and gifts for our persecuted brothers 
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Your support tells ISIS-ravaged refugees, 
‘You’re not alone!’
The conflict in the Middle East has torn apart countries like Iraq and Syria. It has also provided an 
opportunity for extremists to target Christians, causing them to flee to areas that are supposedly safer, or 
to scratch out a living in refugee camps. Yet despite the painful and tangible cost of following Jesus, the 
Church in the Middle East remains committed to being heaven’s ambassadors in their countries…

(continued on page 2)

Your support is helping those like 
sister Hannan* to stay. As a co-
worker says, “She is a survivor. 
She is a hero of the faith.”

*Representative name and image used for security purposes.

Jy bemagtig gelowiges soos 
Meena en Sunita, p. 2 Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Nigerië, p. 3

Falmata, een van die ma’s wat steeds wag, het ons gesmeek 
om hierdie boodskap aan vriende soos jy te stuur: “Christene, 
staan saam met ons in gebed sodat ons dogters vrygelaat sal 
word, net soos die ander wat nou veilig is. Ons bid dag en nag vir 
hulle. Ons kan nie slaap nie…. Bid vir ons.”

Alhoewel die Chibok-ouers deur diep waters 
is, toe 110 skoolmeisies hierdie Februarie uit 
die Nigeriese dorp, Dapchi, ontvoer is, het jou 
ondersteuning die Chibok-ouers gehelp om 
te gaan en die hoofsaaklik Moslemouers in hul 
ellende te vertroos.

“Ons wou daarheen gaan, sit, luister en met mekaar praat. 
Ons ervaring met hulle deel oor hoe om die lewe te hanteer as 
getraumatiseerde ouers wie se dogters steeds in die hande van 
Boko Haram is,” het Yana, die leier van die Chibok-moeders, 
aan die plaaslike media gesê.

Genadiglik is meeste van die Dapchi-ouers se verwagting 

vervul toe Boko Haram hul dogters in Maart vrygelaat het.

Ten spyte daarvan dat sommige van die Chibok-ouers 
met hul dogters herenig is, het Yakubu Nkeki Maina, 
woordvoerder vir die Chibok-ouers, wie se dogter ook 
vrygelaat is, gesê: 

“Alhoewel sommige van ons dogters terug is, kan ons 
nie hul terugkoms vier in die teenwoordigheid van dié 
wie se dogters steeds vermis word nie… Ons moet die 
kruis saam dra en aanhou hoop en glo dat God ons ŉ 
rede sal gee om saam te vier wanneer al die dogters 
terug is.”

Ons is dankbaar dat as gevolg van jou ondersteuning en die 
van Geopende Deure se plaaslike vennote, oor die afgelope 
vier jaar, was hierdie treurende ouers in staat om traumasorg 
te ontvang en finansiële ondersteuning vir medikasie  
en kos. Hulle is so dankbaar vir jou gebede 

Boko Haram het vier jaar gelede meer as 230 skoolmeisies ontvoer vanuit die Nigeriese dorp, 
Chibok. Vandag, word meer as 100 van daardie meisies steeds gevange gehou. Hulle ouers treur, 
wag, hoop en bid steeds dat hulle met hul dogters herenig sal word. 

“Ons het die 
antwoord op jul 
gebede gesien.” 
–Yakubu

Terroriste het hul dogters ontvoer, maar ouers sê:
‘God het julle gebruik om ons storie te verander’

BINNE

Sien watter impak 
jou ondersteuning 

gehad het op 
vervolgde Christene  

in 2017.
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You’re bringing hope to 
North Koreans like Hannah
Following Christ in North Korea often means 
imprisonment, torture or death, as the government 
classifies Christians as a “hostile” class. So, North 
Korean Christians must practice their faith in secret.

Meet Hannah Cho*. She has faced many challenges in her life – 
war, imprisonment, persecution and the loss of her husband.

While growing up during the Korean War, Hannah never knew 
about God. Her only remembrance of anything Christian came 
from her believing mother, whom she would often see praying.

“My father and I had to watch out for our neighbours. If anyone 
came close, we’d cough and she’d stop praying…” said Hannah.

Years later, Hannah, her husband and their children moved to 
China in search of a better life. “My husband’s relative brought us 
to church, and this is where we first heard the entire Gospel. All of 
us accepted Jesus Christ that day.”

They were discovered by Chinese secret agents, arrested and 
finally sent back to North Korea where they were imprisoned 
and tortured. “They’d beat us so harshly. When there was no 
interrogation, we had to kneel in our cells from 5 AM to 12 PM  
and not speak.”

Hannah’s entire family was then put in solitary confinement 
due to their Christian faith. During their imprisonment, they 
were so severely tortured that when they were released and 
reunited, they barely recognised one another. 

Immediately, they began planning to escape to China again. 
Hannah and her daughter were the first to leave; her husband 
and son were supposed to meet them a month later. But a 
month became three years without Hannah hearing from her 

(continued on page 2)

See page 3 
for details.

Strengthen 
a persecuted 
Christian with a 

Gift of Hope…

Hannah was so severely tortured that 
when she and her family were released and 
reunited, they barely recognised one another.

*Name changed for security reasons.

*Name verander vir sekuriteitsredes.

Rafael* woon in die oewerdorpie van Bakhloja – waar slegs 
ses families oor is nadat die meeste vanuit oorloggeteisterde 
Irak gevlug het. Maar Rafael se familie was in staat om te bly 
en ligte vir die Evangelie te wees waar die Here hulle geplaas 
het – te danke aan ŉ mikrolening wat moontlik gemaak is 
deur jou ondersteuning.

As ŉ resultaat was Rafael in staat om drie 
kweekhuise op sy gronde te bou om 
pampoene te kweek. Hy sê:

“Ek het ŉ familie om voor te sorg – my twee 
kinders, vrou, ma en skoonma. Met hierdie 
pampoene sal dit beter gaan!”

In Zakho, ŉ ander dorpie langs die Tigris, sal jy vir Ruben* 
en Raed* ontmoet – Christene wat van hul huise in Mosoel 
gevlug het toe die self-geproklameerde Islamitiese Staat die 
dorpie binnegeval het. Maar jou ondersteuning het gehelp 

om ŉ mikrolening te voorsien om ŉ klein foto- en video-
ateljee te begin. Dankbaar vir jou, sê Ruben:

“Ons was ontwortel en het geen werk gehad nie, maar nou 
het ons ons eie inkomste.”

ŉ Kerkleier, Youssef*, wie se kerk saam met 
Geopende Deure werk, deur ons vennoot-
organisasie, om die mikrolenings te bestuur, sê:

“Met julle hulp is ons opgelei en voorberei vir 
hierdie werk [om ontwortelde Christene te 
help]. Julle het ons geleer om te beplan en om 

hierdie projekte te deurdink voor ons dit begin. Wat julle 
vir ons geleer het, leer ons nou vir individue in ons kerk.”

Hy verduidelik dat een mikrolening die kerk gehelp het om ŉ 
klein Christelike boekwinkel te begin. En nou,

Soos jy dalk weet, verwys die Bybel na die Tigrisrivier wat aandui waar die tuin van Eden ontstaan 
het. Vandag word hoop aangevuur in die dorpies langs daardie selfde rivier – namate vriende soos 
jy help om nuwe tuine te plant en werk te voorsien om jou vervolgde broers en susters in Irak te 
onderhou.

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

Jy plant hoop in Midde-Oosterse harte

Dankie dat jy belê in 
die lewens van ons 
broers en susters 
in Irak, sodat hulle 
lewens ŉ helder lig vir 
Christus kan wees!
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The year 2015 will surely go down as the Year of Fear. 

Whilst North Korea continues to top the 2016 World Watch List (WWL), governments are 
more worried than ever about the effects of Islamic extremism – which is again by far the 
most common source of persecution on our 2016 WWL, with 35 out of the top 50 countries 
being primarily Islamic.

Dubbed the “North Korea of Africa”, Eritrea ranks among the worst countries in terms of 
freedom of religion and other human rights records. One Eritrean believer named 
Birikti* was imprisoned for six and a half years because of her faith. She shares, 
“The room in which we were held was far too small to accommodate all 56 of us 
females. We were so tightly crammed that we could not sit properly, let alone lie 
down to sleep.”

Never before have so many Christians been on the move, as over 1 million 
migrants took the dangerous route from the Middle East and the Horn of 
Africa to Europe. An 18-year-old believer named Seif* shares about his 
home country of Syria…

“Living in Syria is like being in the middle of a dangerous forest… If you 
don’t live from God’s strength, it’s impossible to be in Syria these days. Our 
house is right next to the part of the city occupied by Islamic State (IS). IS 
snipers target the street my family lives on. We are convinced that all of 
us are still alive because of my mother’s prayers. It is a miracle.”

Your faithful support is helping to strengthen the persecuted 
Church in places like these – keeping it as a beacon of hope to 
millions of persecuted Christians around the world. For instance, in 
the city of Erbil, Iraq, (#2 on the WWL) Christian churches of many 
denominations provide aid and shelter to Christians who fled from 
the Nineveh plains after IS seized control.

As Robert, Open Doors’ 
coordinator for Syria and Iraq, 
says, “Most Christians have lost 
their trust in the international 
community, their government 
and their own countrymen. 
Let us work to ensure that 
they do not lose their trust 
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Stories van hoop wat 
jy help skryf! p. 3

Jy gee vorm aan die 
volgende generasie van 
Indonesiese Christene, p. 2

Alhoewel dit nie so ellendig gaan soos gedurende die 
wydverspreide hongersnood van die 1990’s, waar miljoene 
dood is, nie, bly die voorsiening van basiese behoeftes ŉ 
uitdaging, en Noord-Koreane is desperaat vir hulp.

Een segspersoon in die land het onlangs met 
ons gedeel…

“In die winter is daar niks om te eet nie. Ons moet 
addisionele belasting betaal, asook ŉ patriotiese 
voedsel-versamelingskoste, selfs al is daar te min 
voedselrantsoene van die regering af.

“Deesdae ly mense aan erge verhongering. Meeste mense ly 
aan wanvoeding. Boonop kan ons ook nie ons verhittingstowe 
gebruik nie, want daar is niks vuurmaakhout nie.”

Dít is die situasie wat ons Christenbroers en -susters in 
Noord-Korea daagliks konfronteer, en die rede waarom jou 
ondersteuning om te help omsien na hulle behoeftes, so ŉ 
geredelike seën is!

Deur jou vennootskap om programme soos Food for Life 
te ondersteun, help jy om tienduisende Christene van kos, 
medisyne en klere te voorsien.

Soos een huiskerkleier onlangs vertel het…

“Ons kan onsself nie voorstel hoe ons sonder julle 
besorgdheid, leiding, ondersteuning en liefde sou 
oorleef nie. Wanneer ook al ons die moeilike en 
genadelose storms ervaar, onthou ons dat julle vir 
ons omgee. Julle liefde en sorg is ŉ intrede tot ons 
omstandighede, net soos die lente ŉ intrede tot die 
yskoue winter is.”

Trouens, jou ondersteuning is so belangrik dat toe ons dit 
oorweeg het om geskenke vir voedselvoorraad te herbestem 
om die Noord-Koreaanse 
Kerk in ander areas te 
help, het ŉ kerkleier ŉ 
dringende boodskap 

Op die oomblik in Noord-Korea is miljoene mense ondervoed en afhanklik van beperkte 
staatsrantsoene vir oorlewing. 

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

“Ons kan onself 
nie voorstel hoe 
ons sonder [julle] 
sou oorleef nie…” 
– Huiskerkleier

Verteenwoordigende foto gebruik.

Jy help Noord-Koreaanse Christene om te oorleef

Spoor ŉ 
vervolgde 
Christen aan 
hierdie Kersfees. 
Sien bladsy 3 vir 
meer inligting…

FRONTLINIE GELOOF
DESEMBER 2018 TOT UITBOUING VAN GOD SE KONINKRYK WAAR GELOOF DIE MEESTE KOS

ook in 
hierdie 
uitgawe

 ADVANCING GOD’S KINGDOM WHERE FAITH COSTS THE MOST

F O FE
BR

UA
RY

 20
17

IN THIS
ISSUE

Thank you for encouraging Christians in East Africa, p. 2
World Watch Update: Sudan, p. 3
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You’re helping Nigerian believers stand strong 
for Jesus!

Christians in northern Nigeria often feel isolated, fearful and voiceless. They’re 
constantly targeted for violence by groups such as Boko Haram and Muslim 

Fulani herdsmen. Many feel there is no hope for the future of the Church, 
and they struggle to deal with their trauma – not to mention how to 

forgive and love their persecutors.

They are in desperate need of encouragement – which is why we began 
our Standing Strong Through the Storm (SSTS) training to help Christians 
in this area cope. But now, due to the trauma the Church has suffered 
in recent years, the need has grown even greater.

So to meet this urgent need, Open Doors started broadcasting our 
Standing Strong Through the Storm training over the radio. Through 
these 30-minute broadcasts, Christians in northern Nigeria are 
coming to know God’s sovereign biblical strategy, and they are 
overcoming pressure and persecution.

Not only has this training become a great source of encouragement 
to these believers, but it’s also teaching them to become conformed 

to the image of Jesus Christ by exhibiting agape love, forgiveness and 
grace.

One of the listeners to the 
training via radio, James, 
shares…

“I’m enjoying your programmes, 
and I’ve made it a compulsory 
thing for my family to suspend 

everything they do and listen to the programme. In these hard times that 
we are finding ourselves, this programme has really helped us to stand 

firm in Christ.”

With friends like you, we are reaching about 50 000 Christians 
like James in Adamawa, Gombe, Taraba, and Bauchi states, 
some of the areas affected most by the targeted violence. We 
are offering comfort and hope to thousands in desperate need 
of encouragement, and whom we probably never would 
have reached otherwise.

All of this is the result of your investment – and we 

(continued on page 2)*Representative images used.

“What you’re doing is a 
blessing because it encourages 
us and builds our faith...” 
-Nigerian Believer
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Considered to be the key transmitters of Christian values and beliefs, 
many of our Christian sisters are raped, assaulted, and harassed in 
attempts to deflect their – and possibly others’ – devotion to Jesus Christ. 

Amala*, a university student, didn’t suspect any danger when she 
drank the drink that a relative of one of her fellow male students 
offered to her. What happened afterward changed her life forever: 
during the darkest hours of her life, Amala was raped by the male 
student.

A victim of rape in a Muslim context, like Amala in Iraq, often loses 
her social status and brings shame upon her family, leaving her to 
wonder what she did wrong. Cruelly, the abuser many times offers his 
Christian victim one way out: if she becomes a Muslim, he will be able to 
marry her, and her social status will be restored.

Stories like Amala’s are tragic. But thanks to your support, we are turning 
the tide of guilt and shame in so many lives like hers.

Not long ago, Open Doors was able to send a trauma ministry team to 
Central African Republic – a country with an immense need for help 
with women facing brutal victimisation through murder, rape, 
looting, and torture. Upon returning, one trauma counsellor 
named Martha* told us, “We were not prepared for what we 
[saw]. We planned to spend time debriefing 30 rape victims; 
but [on] the first day, 130 women arrived.”

With your support, Open Doors ministry teams are 

Thank you for helping to turn the tide 
of guilt and shame in the lives of so 
many persecuted women who are 
facing brutal victimisation through 
murder, rape, looting, and torture. 

AUGUST 2015

Your support turns mourning into dancing 
for victimised women

(continued on page 2)
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“Gathering for Bible study is forbidden in our country,” Nurah explains. “We’ll be in trouble if anyone finds out we have 
a Bible. But lives are changed when people start living with God… it’s the most 
beautiful thing!”

The Open Doors Discipleship Training programme – made possible 
with your support – runs for three to four years, and participants 
usually meet weekly. There are different versions of the 
programme to fit within the local culture, and additional high-
level education opportunities for potential leaders.

Nurah explains why this training is so important for 
believers like her… 

In Islam, we read the Qur’an and close it again. No action 
is required. But the Bible is totally different. Discipleship 
Training helps us see how to handle the situations we 
face each day.

Through Discipleship Training, my students learn to 
become independent of me. They learn to depend on the 
Bible and find the truth themselves. This is vital because 
false teaching is a big problem in the secret churches. 
I’ve heard sermons that were full of mistakes. That’s not 
good enough! Every believer should know his Bible and 
keep his leader sharp.

The Lord also shines a light on deeply rooted cultural 
practices as believers grow in their knowledge of God’s 
Word. Nurah shares an example… 
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Nurah* is a Believer from a Muslim Background who turned to Christ 15 years ago. She attended Open Doors’ 
Discipleship Training, and now she teaches the programme to other new believers during secret meetings in her home.

Help om dié doelwit te 
bereik sodat gelowiges 
onder vuur, vas kan 
staan, p. 3

Jy het jou stem namens 
jou Midde-Oosterse 
broers en susters 
verhef, p. 4

Jy het noodleniging 
gebring aan 10,000 
hawelose Christene, p. 2

Wêreldwaar-
nemingslys: 
Midde-Ooste, p. 3

Verteenwoordigende foto gebruik.

Tans is die ontvoering van Christenmeisies in Egipte hoër as 
nog ooit van te vore, namate meer meisies elke jaar ontvoer 
word, gedwing word om tot Islam te bekeer, en ŉ Moslem-
man te trou. Een so meisie is 16-jarige Marilyn – sy is verlede 
jaar ontvoer deur die gebruik van ŉ “liefde”-taktiek.

ŉ Egiptiese man genaamd G, wat voorheen vir ŉ 
netwerk gewerk het wat Christenmeisies teiken, 
verduidelik dat, “ŉ Groep ontvoerders in ŉ moskee 
ontmoet om potensiële slagoffers te bespreek. Hulle 
hou Christenhuishoudings dop en monitor alles wat 
aangaan. So weef hulle ŉ net rondom die meisies 
om hulle te ontvoer.”

Hy verduidelik verder wat die “liefde”-taktiek is, 
“ŉ Moslemseun vertel ŉ Christenmeisie dat hy haar 
liefhet en na Christenskap wil bekeer. Hulle begin ŉ romantiese 
verhouding totdat hulle eendag besluit om saam ‘weg te 
hardloop’. Wat die meisies nie weet nie is dat hulle eintlik ontvoer 
word. Meeste van die tyd sal hulle nie met hul ontvoerder trou 
nie, maar met iemand anders.”

Marilyn was gelukkig, omdat haar familie en kerk ontdek het 
waar sy aangehou is, en hulle dit aan die polisie gerapporteer 
het, wat toe die ontvoerders gearresteer, en Marilyn vrygelaat 
het. Ongelukkig, vir baie ander ontvoerde meisies, sê Priester 
S, “Is dit raar vir ŉ ontvoerder om gevang te word en vir die 
meisie om terugbesorg te word aan haar familie.”

“Een van die redes waarom so min meisies terugkeer 
huis toe, is dat die polisie nie behulpsaam is nie,” 
sê hy. Plus, soms help die polisie die ontvoerders 
deur hulle van gekonfiskeerde dwelmmiddele te 
voorsien, wat dan gebruik word om die meisies se  
weerstand af te breek.

Hierdie ontvoerings skep vrees onder die 
Christengemeenskap. Die hartseersaak is, sodra 

hulle ontvoer en uitgehuwelik is, sê G dat, “Sommiges na 
Saoedi-Arabië en na die Golf gestuur word om as huishulpe te 
werk, en word seksueel uitgebuit en erg mishandel.”

Genadiglik is daar kerkwerkers soos M wat ŉ pad saam 

In lande soos Egipte is jong Christenvroue blootgestel aan die gevaar van ontvoerings en om 
dan in die huwelik gedwing te word.

Dankie dat jy 
help om jong 
vroue te leer 
van hul waarde 
in Christus!

Jy beskerm jong Christenvroue van ontvoering

FRONTLINIE GELOOF

in hierdie
uitgawe
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World Watch Update: Syria and Iraq, p. 2
One Million Voices of Hope Q&A, p. 3
Join Together with One Million Voices of Hope! p. 3

You’re bringing HOPE for the Middle East!
Millions of Christians across Syria and Iraq have been 
uprooted from their homes due to war and persecution. 
Some have stayed in their countries as internally 
displaced persons (IDPs). Others have flooded into 
nations like Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan.

Amongst those who’ve stayed in their countries are 
Christians committed to rebuilding – believers whom 
friends like you have been helping since Open Doors 
internationally launched the Hope for the Middle East 
campaign last year.

One such Christian is Nashwan, a stonecutter who 
became unemployed when Islamic State (IS) invaded 
Mosul. “I had no means of caring for my wife and three 
children,” he said.

When the Mar Mattai monastery 
decided to open a new factory to 
help stone workers, Open Doors 
(through a local partner) supported 
the start-up of the factory with a 
grant to purchase equipment – 
made possible  
thanks to friends like you.

Nashwan said…

“I can take care of my family 
again. We thank your 
organisation and the church 
for supporting us.”

Your support is helping not 
only people like Nashwan to 
become self-supportive, but 
also the survival of those 
who are internally displaced 
or moving back to their 
liberated hometowns.

Nidal and Janan, along with 
their husbands and six children, 
are two of the first Christians 

(continued on page 2)

“Today, I’m 
happier than ever. 
I’m home.”  
– Nidal (left), 
displaced Iraqi

to return to Telskuf on the Nineveh Plains in Iraq. While 
Nidal and her family were living in displacement, you 
helped provide, with the help of local partners, them 
with food packages and emergency relief.

“That kept us alive and hopeful,” said Nidal. “And look, 
better times have come! Today, I’m happier than ever. I’m 
home.”

In Syria you also made it possible for Open Doors 
through local partners to invest in repairing some of the 
homes of Christian families, which were damaged during 
the war, enabling four of the 15 families we’re helping to 
return to their hometowns.

Eleven other families are still working on their houses 
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“My family and I survived that [agonising], dark season purely by the grace of God and the sustaining prayers of the 
saints. I testify to that and I guarantee that the same people have been, and continue to uphold you all in prayer.”

This is the words of one widow to another in Kenya. “I too passed through unspeakable agony when 
Ben was killed. And he was not killed in an accident or by illness. Just like your father and husband, 
my Ben was killed purely because of his faith in Christ Jesus and the work he was doing for 
the Lord,” Gladys encouraged Sarah who also lost her husband at the hands of his 
persecutors. 

“While much of the suffering of Christians is unreported by mainstream 
media, the Church is counting its losses,” reports Isaac*, one of 
our researchers in Nigeria. And this is the reality for most of the 
persecuted Church worldwide. “The level of trauma among the 
believers [in Nigeria] is very high. Heart related disease is on the 
increase,” Isaac continued. As he reiterates, our brothers and 
sisters are in desperate need of prayer and emergency relief – 
the spiritual battle is fierce and for many believers, a matter of 
survival right now. 

“The people need us,” echoes 22 year old Badr* from Aleppo, 
Syria. He is one of the young Syrian Christians who decided 
to stay in the city to be Jesus’ hands and feet in the midst 
of a very bad situation. Estimates say that more than six 
million Syrians are internally displaced: refugees in their 

own country. “We help the 
people with food, but we 
also listen to their stories. 
It is so important that 
someone listens. 
I visited a mother who 
lost her husband and 
six children in one 

day due to a rocket in their home.” What does one say in 
such a moment? “It was good to visit her and be there with 
her,” he continued with red eyes as he recalls this precious 

FEBRUARY 2015

in this
issue

The persecuted Church is thankful for your 
support as they face a fierce spiritual battle

F O
        

(continued on page 2)

 A D V A N C I N G  G O D ’ S  K I N G D O M  W H E R E  FA I T H  C O S T S  T H E  M O S T

Your concern for our 
persecuted family makes 
a difference; the spiritual 
battle is fierce and a 
matter of survival for 
many believers right now.

A former drug addict, Pastor Dmitry* was saved by Jesus and had a heart 
to share God’s life-changing grace with others. But a pastor’s salary 

was not enough to provide for his family.

“I knew that God had called me to be a pastor, but my salary was 
not enough to make ends meet for my family. I researched several 
businesses that could help make ends meet and found out about 
tile making,” said Pastor Dmitry.

And thanks to your 
support, Open Doors 
was able to provide him 
with a micro loan that 
enabled him to start a 
tiling business, which has 
grown rapidly. Due to his 
thriving business, Pastor 
Dmitry was able to stop 

taking a salary from the church so the extra funds could be used 
for other ministry activities!

Now, Pastor Dmitry can care for his family and expand the church’s 
ministry. The church is reaching out to the homeless, alcoholics 

and drug addicts with food, shelter, job training, and the Gospel. 
By opening up the church’s basement, Pastor Dmitry has started an 

incredible ministry for persecuted, neglected and downtrodden people 
in Central Asia.

As Pastor Dmitry shares, “This is a home for those without a home. 
If someone is kicked out of their home after their faith has been 

discovered, we offer them shelter. If someone has a disability and 
is unable to work, we offer them a home. If someone is recovering 
from drugs – which is a big problem in this region – we provide 
not only a home for them, but access to the help they need.”

Those helped, of whom the majority  
are men, learn new skills such as 
farming and take English classes in 
order to have marketable skills so they 

 ADVANCING GOD’S KINGDOM WHERE FAITH COSTS THE MOST

F O
Your support sustains pastors and their 
ministries in Central Asia – thank you!

(continued on page 2)

 North Korean women find hope in Christ  
   thanks to your support!
 World Watch Update: North Korea
 In the trenches
 From Jan’s perspective
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*Representative name and image used for 
  security purposes.

“I’m so thankful for the micro 
loan – it has allowed me to 
provide for my family and 
has enabled me to expand my 
ministry work. The Gospel is 
spreading in Central Asia.” 
– Pastor Dmitry*

Learn how God used your 

support t
o advance His 

Kingdom! Read th
e 

2015 IM
PACT REPORT 

insid
e…

Pastore in Sri Lanka word versterk 
in die storm – te danke aan jou! p. 2 Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Mianmar, p. 3

Tun*, ŉ pastoor in sy middeldertigs, woon in Mianmar 
waar stamgebondenheid en Boeddhisme, Christelike 
bediening moeilik maak. Ten spyte van die spanning gaan hy 
standvastig voort om die Here se werk te doen en te bedien 
in ŉ dorpie met ŉ meerderheid Boeddhiste – te danke aan die 
ondersteuning van vriende soos jy.

Hy vertel…

“Mense sien Christene as buitestanders. Asof hulle 
beter is as ons. Ongelowiges soos Boeddhiste sien 
ons as minderwaardiges, soos mense wat nie 
goeie werk doen soos wat hulle doen nie.”

Verder is Tun ook afkomstig van ŉ minderheid-
stam, so sy etnisiteit maak hom kwesbaar. “Die 
groter kultuur- en stamgroepe wil ons identiteit wegvat. Hulle 
wil hê dat ons hul godsdiens moet volg,” het hy gesê.

In die aangesig van al hierdie dinge word Tun gemotiveer 
deur hoe “mense aan Christus toegewy word en lewens 
verander word, en hoe siele gewen word. Dit is pure genot.”

Wonderbaarlik genoeg, in ŉ land waar stamgebondenheid 
die Kerk verdeel, het Tun ŉ begeerte om te sien hoe lewens 
ook in ander stamgemeenskappe verander word. ŉ Begeerte 
wat in hom wakker gemaak is nadat hy Geopende Deure 
se Standing Strong Through the Storm (SSTS)-opleiding 
bygewoon het.

Deur hierdie opleiding, wat jy gehelp het om te 
voorsien, het hy geleer dat God die God van alle 
stamme is – en dat om die Kerk te bedien nie beperk 
is tot net een stam of denominasie nie, maar tot 
die bediening van al God se mense. Sedertdien het 
God, Tun se grondgebied uitgebrei tot buite sy eie 
kerk, wat gelei het tot die aanbieding van die SSTS-
opleiding aan 1,000 gelowiges oor die afgelope 
sewe jaar!

Tun het ook ŉ paar jaar gelede sy eerste lewensbestaans-
opleiding bygewoon en hy het weereens dit wat hy geleer 
het geneem en 100 ander gelowiges opgelei, wat hulle 
gehelp het om vir hul families te voorsien. “Gedurende 

Jy help pastore soos Tun in Mianmar om sterk te staan en mense na Christus toe te lei!

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

“Dankie vir julle 
ondersteuning. 
Julle werk en 
gebede is nie 
tevergeefs nie.” 
–Tun*

*Naam verander vir sekuriteitsredes.

‘Mense word verander. Dit gee my pure genot!’

Verteenwoordigende foto gebruik.
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Jitendra* leer om sterk te staan met u hulp! p. 2
Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Sentraal-Afrikaanse Republiek, p. 3
Ons 2017 Wêreldwaarnemingslys word dié maand vrygestel, p. 3

U bring hoop na Moslemgemeenskappe in Asië!
Gelowiges vanuit ŉ Moslemagtergrond (GVMe), soos Moushumi, staar buitengewone uitdagings in hul daaglikse lewens in 
die gesig. Hul families, vriende en gemeenskappe verstoot hulle. Hulle verloor dikwels hul werk en voordele as burgers – 
en somtyds sal hul families hulle selfs doodmaak om die familie se eer te herstel.

Moushumi is ŉ 28-jarige gelowige van Bangladesj. ŉ Paar jaar gelede, het sy – saam met haar ma, Mosammot, en haar pa – 
tot Christenskap bekeer. Maar dit het nie lank gevat voordat die familie se geloof tot die uiterste beproef is nie.

Moushumi se man het van haar geskei as gevolg van haar nuutgevonde geloof, en dit het haar en haar drie kinders 
gedwing om by haar ouers in te trek. Drie jaar later is Moushumi se pa oorlede, wat beteken het dat sy en haar ma 
heeltemal alleen gelaat is en armoede in die gesig gestaar het.

Dít is die harde werklikheid vir baie GVMe – omdat hulle veel erger behandeling as ander Christene ervaar. Baie word 
geforseer om lae-inkomste werk te aanvaar, wat onvoldoende is om in hul daaglikse behoeftes te voorsien.

Wanneer gelowiges soos 
Moushumi verwerp en met 
niks gelaat word, staan 
Geopende Deure hulle by 
met hulp deur projekte 
soos sosio-ekonomiese 
ontwikkeling, noodleniging 
en seminare wat spesiaal toegespits word op GVMe.

En met die hulp van vriende soos u, het ons haar 
en haar ma van vyf bokke voorsien, waarvan hulle 
drie verkoop het om twee koeie te kon koop. Op 
die ou einde het hulle die koeie weer verkoop en 
die geld van die verkoop gebruik om in ŉ 
klein stukkie grond te belê, sodat hulle 
ŉ plek van hul eie kan bou. En die 
bokke wat hulle steeds oor het, 
voorsien hulle van ŉ gereelde 
inkomste.

“Dankie Geopende Deure, 
dat julle ons bystaan 
in ons stryd,” sê 
Moushumi.

Nog ŉ GVM, Endang* 
van Indonesië, 
het Christus as ŉ 
jongmeisie begin 

**Die kolletjie op Moushumi se voorkop het nie godsdienstige konnotasies nie. Soms dra Moslems (en selfs Christene) sulke kolletjies vir 
kulturele redes of om in die 'mode' te wees. Hindoes gebruik verskillende roumateriale om die kolletjie vir hul geloof te maak, maar vroue 
van ander gelowe gebruik dit om hulleself mooi te maak. Die kolletjie word as ŉ versiering gebruik en is klaargemaak in markte beskikbaar.

“Dankie Geopende 
Deure, dat julle 
ons bystaan in  
ons stryd.”  
– Moushumi**

(vervolg op bladsy 2)
*Name verander vir sekuriteitsredes.
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Geopende Deure Suider-Afrika – 50 jaar diens aan die vervolgde Kerk

N U U S B R I E F

JUNE 2015

Persecuted Pastor: ‘Through your partnership 
we are seeing beautiful results’

(continued on page 2)
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               A million Bibles lead to millions of lives changed,  p. 2 

World Watch List Update: Nigeria,  p. 3

How to pray this Ramadan,  p. 3  

From Jan’s perspective,  p. 4

Thank you for still standing 
alongside the Syrian Church as 
their darkest hour continues. “I 
give huge thanks to you on behalf 
of these families for not forgetting 
us and [for] standing with us in the 
long term,” a Syrian pastor says. 

The Church is under attack: March saw the start of the fifth year of the civil war 
in Syria. Just recently, Boko Haram claimed their allegiance to the Islamic 
State (IS) – officially expanding their ‘footprint’ beyond Iraq and Syria. 
And in Pakistan, Asia Bibi has been on death row for some years 
now as the dangerous issue of the reformation of the blasphemy 
law remains under consideration… 

Nigerian researcher Isaac takes great risks to visit countless 
victims of the terrorist organisation Boko Haram. Sometimes 
he cannot bear to look into the eyes of those who are 
mourning.

After he spoke to refugees who narrowly escaped from a 
town called Mubi, he reported, “The situation for believers 
trapped in Mubi is too terrible for ears to hear. Churches are 
burned and believers [are] forced to convert to Islam. Many 
who stand firm in the faith are being tortured in an effort to 
get them to renounce Christ. A number of them have been 
stoned to death. The witnesses confirm reports of public 
amputation of limbs for alleged looting during the takeover.”

In Pakistan, generations have been affected by the ongoing 
violence and injustice that have been prominent in their country 
for most of their lives. At least 17 people were killed and 80 injured 
in two suicide bomb attacks on churches in Lahore earlier this 

Geïnspireer deur die Islamitiese Staat (IS) in die Midde-Ooste, gaan baie Moslem-ekstremiste in Afrika voort om 
oorlog teen Christene te voer – en die dodetal is besig om vinnig te styg. Gelowiges in Nigerië, die Sentraal-Afrikaanse 
Republiek en Soedan word die ergste geaffekteer deur die groeiende vervolging en wreedaardigheid. Maar te danke 
aan die ondersteuning van vriende soos u, help Geopende Deure hulle om sterk te staan.

Agnes se storie wys waarom u gebede en geskenke so kosbaar – en kragtig – is. Sy en haar man, John, het saam met 
hul nege kinders in Nigerië se Middel-Belt gewoon – ŉ broeines waar Moslem-ekstremiste toenemend meer druk op 
Christene plaas.

Een oggend is Agnes wakker gemaak deur stemme wat die Islamitiese oorlogskreet skreeu, “Allahu Akbar!” (“Allah is 
groter!”). Skielik het hul oorwegend Christelike buurt gewemel van Moslem-ekstremiste.

Terwyl hulle probeer vlug het, het Agnes gesien hoe haar man en een van haar seuns doodgesteek word. “Ek het my oë 
toegemaak en tot Jesus uitgeroep,” sê Agnes. Sy en die res van haar kinders het dit uiteindelik reggekry om te ontsnap – 

maar Agnes het vasgevang gebly in haar hartseer en wanhoop.

Tog het God Agnes nooit verlaat nie. Hy het vir haar ŉ weg gebaan om ŉ 
Geopende Deure-genesingseminaar by te woon – moontlik gemaak 

deur die ondersteuning van 
vriende soos u. Agnes vertel:

“By die Geopende Deure-seminaar 
is die enigste woord wat ek die 
dosent kon hoor sê: ‘Vergewe, 
vergewe, vergewe…‘ Tot op daardie 
dag het ek ŉ hardheid in my hart 

gehad, en ek kon nooit die mense wat my man en seun vermoor het 
vergewe nie.”

Die seminaardeelnemers is toe uitgenooi om hul laste aan die kruis 
vas te spyker, verteenwoordigend van die geloofstap wat hulle 

geneem het. Dis toe dat Agnes ŉ deurbraak ervaar het!

“Ek het gesê, ‘Ja, Here, U is goed. 
Here, ek het ŉ hart van vergifnis 
nodig om hierdie mense te 
vergewe.’ En daardie selfde dag 
wat ek die papier aan die kruis 
vasgenael het, is die dag wat ek 

Geweld styg in Afrika – maar u 
ondersteuning bring hoop en genesing

 Vervolgde Christene in Soedan  
   staan sterk danksy u ondersteuning!
 Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Bid vir Afrika
 Prys die Here vir beantwoorde gebed!  
 Vanuit Jan se perspektief

p.2

p.3
p.4
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UITGAWE
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(vervolg op bladsy 2)

Ten spyte van die 
stygende geweld in Afrika, 
skyn u gebede en geskenke 
ŉ helder lig van hoop vir 
weduwees soos Agnes.
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Wêreldwaarnemingslys: 
Pakistan, p. 3

Jou geskenke en gebede 
maak ŉ wêreldwye impak, p. 3

“Vir amper 14 jaar het ons die Here gedien sonder enige ernstige 
probleme. Ons groep het voortdurend met nuwe gelowiges 
gegroei. Darya was een van hulle,” het Saman gesê.

Maar een aand het die plaaslike owerhede ŉ klopjag op 
verskeie kerklede se huise uitgevoer. Saman, tesame met 
van sy familie en ander kerklede, is gearresteer. Darya is nie 
gearresteer nie, maar sy het seker gemaak om haar boek met 
kerklede se kontakbesonderhede te vernietig.

“Toe ek gehoor het dat daar ŉ klopjag op die mans 
se byeenkoms was, het iets binne my gesterf. Op ŉ 
manier was ek teleurgesteld in die Here. Hoekom 
het Hy ons nie beskerm nie?” het Darya gesê.

Nadat Saman vrygelaat is, het die owerhede 
hom konstant agtergevolg, wat dit vir hom 
onmoontlik gemaak het om ander gelowiges te besoek. 
Oplaas het hy en ander vrygelate Christene die land verlaat 
en ŉ nuwe kerk begin, maar dit was nie alles waarvoor hulle 
gehoop het nie.

“Ons ondervinding in die tronk was traumaties, maar toe ons 
vrygelaat is, was daar niemand om ons te versorg nie,” het 
Saman verduidelik. “Ons het verlate gevoel deur die Kerk en ook 
deur God.”

Toe Darya ŉ paar maande gelede Iran verlaat het om te trou, 
het sy haar voormalige kerklede weer ontmoet en was sy 
diepbedroef.

“Ek het verwag dat my ou kerkvriende selfs meer 
passievol en aktief sou wees noudat hulle vry was om 
te evangeliseer. In plaas daarvan, was hulle depressief 
en stil, sonder die verlange om die Here te dien. Hulle 
lyding het ŉ groot effek op my gehad,” het sy gesê.

Genadiglik, te danke aan jou ruimhartigheid, was 
Saman en Darya in staat om ŉ konferensie vir eks-

gevangenes by te woon. Die konferensie is deur ŉ vennoot 
van Geopende Deure georganiseer en die doel was om 
bewusmaking oor trauma te skep. Gedurende die vyfdag- 

Saman* en Darya* was deel van dieselfde passievolle en vinniggroeiende huiskerk-netwerk in Iran. Maar 
nadat baie kerklede gearresteer en gevange geneem is, het hul innerlike vlam verflou en hul depressie gegroei.

"Ek voel hoe 
my vuur weer 
aangesteek 
word…" 
–Darya 

Jy bring nuwe krag aan oorlogsmoeë gelowiges van Iran

Verteenwoordigende foto gebruik.
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World Watch Update: 
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Ramadan is coming up: Pray 
for Muslims to find God and 
believers to be protected, p. 3

For eight days, Filipino carpenter Henry* had seen nothing 
but blood, rape and death. Terrorists affiliated with Islamic 
State (IS) attacked the Philippine city of Marawi in 2017, 
and they held Henry captive – along with dozens of other 
abducted Christians. One morning, he overheard his captors 
talking about that day’s executions. Henry was 
next.

Henry had no hope of surviving. “I told my fellow 
prisoners that we should pray to God and ask Him 
to strengthen our faith, because that day would be 
our last,” says Henry.

But God provided a way out for Henry. He managed to 
escape, along with other hostages, through an unlocked roll-
up door amid gunshots and collapsing bodies. Eight of the 
18 Christian hostages didn’t make it. Henry was one of the 
survivors.

This is a picture of the Church in many Islamic countries in 
Asia. The Church is increasingly vulnerable to attacks from 
varying types of Islamic extremists. In addition, Islamists 
target poverty-stricken Christians with offers of a better life if 
they embrace Islam, with some Christians succumbing to the 

pressure and converting.

Within the Church, Christians face problems in 
growing in their faith due to a lack of strong biblical 
teaching, a lack of a relationship with God, and 
disunity amongst churches.

In these countries there’s so much pain and tragedy – but 
God is working through your support to bring help and hope.

In Henry’s case he still lives in a shelter; but as soon as he 
can go back home, he knows he can resume his work as a 
carpenter. Because, through your support of Open Doors, you 

In Islamic Asia, a Muslim fundamentalist movement wants to implement strict sharia law and cleanse 
the continent of Christians. In a way, the Church has been sentenced to death. One church attack at a 
time. One abducted woman at a time. One abused child at a time. One martyr at a time.

(continued on page 2)

“Thank you. 
You’re blessings 
from the Lord.” 
–Henry

*Name changed for security reasons.

You’re impacting Islamic Asia: Believers like Henry* are 
finding strength and hope, thanks to you!
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These persecuted Church heroes are 
grateful for your support!

“When there is so much misery and violence around you as there 
is in Syria, you sometimes do not see any glimmers of light. But 
when people let you know, ‘I’m praying for you,’ that makes a great 
difference. [Their] prayers are those glimmers of light in the darkness.” 
This is what Hanna, a pastor’s wife, shared in response to a previous Open 
Doors prayer initiative for Syria. And how urgently they need our prayers right 
now! A country seemingly caught in a spiral of violence and decay. And a 
Church caught in the valley of the shadow of death…

Many people continue to flee this country, as mere survival becomes harder 
and harder with each passing day. In Aleppo, for example, the people are 
only allowed one hour of electricity a day and an hour of running water 

every two days. Malnutrition is on the rise, as fresh produce and meat become 
increasingly expensive. Buildings and people could be targeted by the rockets 

of the fighting factions at any 
time. And on top of this, believers 
continue to be targeted by Muslim 
extremists.

”Sometimes we feel weak and 
frustrated. Sometimes I have 
no more words to pray,” Hanna 

continued. “When we are in the midst of a mortar attack, I sometimes wonder 
where God is… If I then hear that people are praying for 

us, I sense that these people sympathise with us and that 
we are not facing it alone. You are struggling with us in 

prayer. Please keep praying for us. We know that God 
hears our prayers and we are waiting for His answer.”

Thanks to the phenomenal generosity 
and commitment of friends like you, in 

(continued on page 2)

*Representative names and image used for security purposes.

See p.3 for details… 
Our gift to you! 

Special ‘International Days of Prayer’ insert enclosed!

“When people let you know, ‘I’m 
praying for you,’ that makes a great 
difference. Their prayers are those 
glimmers of light in the darkness,” 

says Syrian believer, Hanna. 

Meena* (32) en Sunita* (25) – twee susters van Odisha, Indië – is 
byna onder die ongelooflike las van vervolging verpletter.

Hulle het Christus deur ŉ Christelike radioprogram leer ken en is 
in 2006 gedoop. Bykans ŉ jaar later het die vervolging begin…

“Hulle het vir ons gesê dat Christene nie in die dorp verdra sal word 
nie. Hulle het ons vader geroep en hom onder druk geplaas. Die hele 
dorp het ons verwerp,”  
het Meena gesê.

Eendag moes Meena en 
Sunita, saam met twee 
ander Christenvroue, 
vlug en wegkruip nadat 
hulle deur Hindoes 
geteister is. Agt ure lank 
kon hulle die dorpenaars hoor skreeu, “Waar is 
hulle? Brand hulle! Brand hulle!”

Die twee susters het na ŉ ander dorpie 
gevlug en die polisie gekontak, wat ŉ 
“vredesamespreking” met die dorpenaars 
georganiseer het. Met die terugkeer 
na hul dorp, is hulle geïntimideer, uit 
hul huis gesleep en deur manne met 
bamboesstokke geslaan. Ten minste vyf 
van die stokke is op Meena se rug gebreek.

Die susters het probeer om mekaar 
te beskerm, maar is deur die manne 
oorrompel. Meena het uitgeroep na God, 
“Jesus, vergewe hulle asseblief. Hulle weet 
nie wat hulle doen nie!” Toe die Hindoes dit 
hoor, het een van hulle gesê, “Ons weet van 
Jesus. Hy het op ŉ kruis gesterwe en so sal jy!”

“Ek het net gebid dat God se wil sal geskied 
ongeag wat gebeur. Natuurlik was die loesing 
pynlik, maar binnekant het vreugde in my 
opgewel.  Ek was waardig om vir Jesus  

U help Christenvroue in Indië om sterk 
te staan!

(vervolg op bladsy 2)
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*Name verander vir sekuriteitsredes.

“Ek dank die Here vir vervolging. 
God het ons voor die tyd gewaarsku…
Ons was voorbereid. Dankie dus 
vir julle gebede en dat julle ons 
help om sterk te staan.” 
–Meena*, vervolgde 
gelowige
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Wêreldwaarnemingslys: 
Eritrea, p. 3

“Toe ek agt was, het ek ŉ onbekende stem gehoor wat vir my 
gesê het om Hom te volg. Daarna, het ek ŉ begeerte gehad om 
meer van Jesus te weet,” sê Farah.

Dit is toe dat Farah sy Christenbure begin 
besoek het. Toe sy ouers dit agterkom, het 
hulle die bure gewaarsku om Farah hul huis te 
belet, maar hy het steeds uitgeglip om hulle te 
sien. “My gesin het gesê, ‘Hy is vasgevang in die 
boosheid van Christenskap.’”

Op 13 is Farah uit die skool geskors omdat hy die Evangelie 
aan sy vriende verkondig het. En toe sy ouers sy Christenskap 
ontdek het, het hulle hom ook vervolg. Toe, op 17, is hy vir 
ses maande in die tronk opgesluit omdat hy die Evangelie bly 
verkondig het – en sy pa wou hom doodmaak.

Farah het later met ŉ vrou getrou, “wat die oortuiging van 

my geloof gehad het. Ons het saam gebid en goeie samesyn 
met mekaar en ons kinders gehad. Sy was baie toegewyd aan 
Christus.”

Mettertyd het die vervolging toegeneem en Farah is 
geforseer om weg te kruip en sy gesin agter te laat. 
Na vier maande kon hy terugkeer huis toe, maar die 
skeiding was baie moeilik vir sy vrou en kinders wat 
swaar gely het in sy afwesigheid.

Ongelukkig kon sy vrou die gewelddadige teenstand nie 
meer verdra nie en het sy teruggekeer na haar ouers se huis. 
Sedertdien is Farah ook heeltemal deur sy gemeenskap 
versaak, wat hom sonder enige vorm van inkomste gelaat 
het.

Toe sy nood die grootste was, het Geopende Deure-
vriende soos jy, vir hom in gebed getree en hom 

Farah se storie is merkwaardig, want al het hy grootgeword in ŉ Moslemhuis in Afrika, het hierdie 
gelowige van Somaliese afkoms, Jesus liefgehad vandat hy baie jonk was.

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

“Dit is julle 
gebede wat 
my onderhou.” 
–Farah

ŉ Moslem hoor Jesus sê, ‘Volg My’
– en nou help jy hom om vas te staan

Verteenwoordigende foto gebruik.
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Thank you for providing 
clean water to our 
brothers and sisters! p. 2

World Watch 
Update: North 
Korea, p. 3

Your support helps Hussein proclaim Christ!

Hussein* is a Christian from the Horn of Africa who’s seen 
great success in leading Muslims to the Lord. He came to 
know Christ while he was in school. After school he started 
working as a merchant, but he felt the Lord calling him into 
ministry.

“The Lord opened the door for me to receive Open 
Doors sponsored ministry training. After that, I 
became a missionary to Muslims,” said Hussein.

Over the years, he has led hundreds of Muslims to 
Christ. But this has not come without its risks. He 
has been repeatedly targeted by local Muslims.

“On one occasion people poisoned my food and 
I had to be hospitalised. At another point, things became so 
dangerous that I had to live in the wild for 21 days,“ he said. 
After he preached and many accepted Christ, Muslims 
attempted to kill him, and the police arrested him. They also 
threated to kill him if he didn’t leave town.

When Hussein was released from prison, he left town 
but continued his ministry in an area well known for 
persecuting Christians. There he also faced challenges, as his 
church was reluctant to stand behind him, fearing that the 
increase in converts would lead to more attacks.

But he also experienced God’s protection. “One 
day a person I was sharing the Gospel with told 
me: ‘I took around R400 as payment to kill you, but 
I didn’t succeed. I can see God is with you. I want to 
follow Jesus too.”

We are so grateful that, with your support, we 
could help Hussein over the years. Last year, we 
provided him with a motorbike and Bibles on SD 

cards, which have been vital in his ministry.

He shared, “The motorbike helps me reach people much 
faster… That also protects me against attacks. These Bibles on 
SD cards… are missionaries, because they preach to families 

In the Horn of Africa, there are many secret Christians whose only contact with other Christians 
is through the radio or digital means. This calls for innovative ways to not only share the 
Gospel, but also disciple new believers.

(continued on page 2)

“I thank God 
for the brothers 
and sisters who 
supported me.” 
–Hussein*

OKTOBER 
2019

Adel kry ŉ Bybel wat hom met vreugde vervul! p. 2  |  Ayaan is dankbaar vir jou, p. 3 
ŉ Moslem-bekeerling sê: ‘Ek het God se beskerming ervaar’, p. 4  |  Wêreldwaarnemingslys: 
Algerië, p. 5  |   ‘Bid asseblief vir ons!’ p. 6  |  Kreatiewe maniere hoe jy kan bid! p. 7

Gee ŉ 
‘GESKENK 

VAN HOOP’! 
Sien bladsy 4

Sien wat Adel 
laat oorloop 
van vreugde!

FRONTLINIE GELOOF

OKTOBER 
2019

Adel kry ŉ Bybel wat hom met vreugde vervul! p. 2  |  Ayaan is dankbaar vir jou, p. 3 
ŉ Moslem-bekeerling sê: ‘Ek het God se beskerming ervaar’, p. 4  |  Wêreldwaarnemingslys: 
Algerië, p. 5  |   ‘Bid asseblief vir ons!’ p. 6  |  Kreatiewe maniere hoe jy kan bid! p. 7

Gee ŉ 
‘GESKENK 

VAN HOOP’! 
Sien bladsy 4

Sien wat Adel 
laat oorloop 
van vreugde!

FRONTLINIE GELOOF

Kim Sang-Hwa is die dogter van ŉ Noord-Koreaanse kerkleier, en sy en 
haar man woon tans in Suid-Korea. Die mees onverbiddelike grens 

in die wêreld skei haar van haar ouers en haar Noord-Koreaanse 
broers en susters in Christus. Elke oggend kniel sy om te bid vir die 

duisende en duisende mense wat in verskriklike gevangenekampe 
in Noord-Korea omkom. Hierdie is haar verhaal. 

Toe Kim Sang-Hwa 12-jaar oud was, het sy per ongeluk ŉ 
versteekte kabinet in hul huis in Noord-Korea ontdek. “Ek 
weet nie hoekom nie, maar ek het met my hand in die kabinet 
begin rondvoel en ŉ boek raakgevat. Ek het dit uitgetrek, die 
boek oopgemaak en begin lees… 

“Ek het begin bewe en die boek laat val. Ek was so bang. My 
ontdekking kon my, my lewe kos. Ek was bang om aan die 
Bybel te raak, maar kon dit nie net daar los nie. Ek het my 
oë toegemaak, die boek opgetel en dit teruggesit. Ek het 
my opsies opgeweeg. Moet ek my juffrou vertel? Moet ek 
die plaaslike sekuriteitsbeampte in kennis stel? Ek kon vir die 
volgende 15 dae aan niks anders dink nie. Ek het geweet dit 
was my plig om melding te maak van hierdie verbode boek. 

Maar dit was my gesin wat hierby betrokke was. En ek het baie 
vrae gehad.”

Uiteindelik het sy die moed bymekaar geskraap om haar pa uit 
te vra oor haar ontdekking. Hulle het talle gesprekke gehad oor 

die Bybel, die Here, Jesus en 
die Evangelie. Kim Sang-Hwa 

het kort voor lank tot bekering 
gekom.   

Die lewe het moeiliker geword toe sy 
getroud is. “Stadig maar seker het 

ek en my man meer ontevrede begin raak met die Noord-
Koreaanse sisteem. Uit elke drie mense, was ten 

minste een persoon ŉ spioen. Ons moes altyd 

MEI 2015

U help om Noord-Koreaanse gelowiges 
soos Kim Sang-Hwa* te versterk

(vervolg op bladsy 2)
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“Ons sal nooit die namelose 
toewyding, lojale ondersteuning 
van en bydraes vir die Kerk in 
Noord-Korea vergeet nie," sê 'n 
Noord-Koreaanse kerkleier.  

*Verteenwoordigende naam en foto gebruik
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In die gebiede wat die Islamitiese Staat (IS) in die Midde-Ooste beheer, het Christene drie keuses: bekeer, trek of sterf. 
Talle van hulle trek teensinnig, en word vlugtelinge of intern ontworteldes – sonder ŉ plek om huis te noem.

Dis hoekom u ondersteuning so belangrik is in plekke soos Sirië, Irak en Libanon. U gebede en geskenke bemagtig ons 
plaaslike vennote in hierdie lande met noodsaaklikhede soos kospakkies, trauma-ondersteuning en beroepsopleiding.

Alima, een van die gelowiges wat u help, woon saam met haar man en twee kinders in ŉ klein huisie in Libanon. Na 
vier jaar in die oorloggeteisterde stad van Aleppo, Sirië, het hulle besluit om te trek omdat hulle bekommerd was oor 
hul kinders se veiligheid.

Hulle het ŉ goeie lewe in Aleppo gehad. “Ek het my werk gehad, en my man het ŉ baie goeie pos gehad, so ons het alles 
gehad. My man werk tans as ŉ kelner in ŉ restaurant. Ek doen soveel as moontlik, in en rondom die huis,” het Alima gesê.

Nog ŉ vlugteling wat u help is 17-jaar-oue Johnny. “In Karakosh, [Irak,] was ek nog in die hoërskool, en ek het nie gedink 
om werk op so ŉ vroeë ouderdom te 
soek nie. Dit was nie nodig nie. Maar die 
ontworteling het my gedwing om anders te 
dink,” het hy gesê.

U ondersteuning het gehelp om Johnny 
betekenisvolle beroepsopleiding 

te gee – en hy het die beste in 
sy klas presteer! “Weens hierdie 

projek, hoef ek ten minste nie 
meer op my ouers staat te maak 
vir geld nie,” het Johnny gesê.

U het ook vir Madonna, ŉ 
ma van drie, in staat gestel 
om naaldwerkopleiding te 
ontvang. Gedurende haar 

onlangse swangerskap, is sy en 

Dankie dat u in solidariteit 
met gelowiges soos Madonna 
(uitgebeeld regs) staan wat 
as gevolg van oorlog en 
vervolging verplaas is.

Madonna: ‘Dit gee my hoop dat daar nog 
mense is wat ons ondersteun’

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

 Vriende soos u bemoedig ouers wat ly in Nigerië
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But then one rainy night, their lives were changed when 
they encountered Pastor Suman* and his wife Sarah*. 
The pastor and his wife were filled with compassion for 
the blind couple, and they assisted them with a blanket. 
But they didn’t stop there. A few days later, the pastor 
brought the couple home with him, and they stayed 
with his family until he could find a small rental for them.

In the process of providing a rental and paying for it out 
of his own pocket, Pastor Suman shared the Gospel with 
Raju and Seema, and they accepted Christ.

“We were amazed to see how a [complete stranger] could 
be so kind to us. Then he shared about Jesus, and we felt 
that we had found the truth,” shares Raju.

Today, there are 12 needy people just like Raju and 
Seema living in a rental home – eight of whom have 
accepted Jesus! As Raju shares, “We’re thankful to God. 
We live here like a big, loving family.”

But because of their newfound faith in Christ, these 
believers will never be welcomed back into society. So 
with your support, Open Doors’ partners have stepped 
in to assist.

You helped provide this special group with much-
needed blankets, mosquito nets and food.

And to accommodate the growing household, Open 
Doors partners were able to secure a larger home for the 
blind, along with a machine that helps the poor in Pastor 
Suman’s care earn a livelihood making doormats to sell.

“This business has been doing very well,” shares Pastor 
Suman.

But maintaining this home is not without risks. Christians 

Raju* and Seema*, a couple from India, had 
been homeless for three years. Regarded 
as useless, they were rejected by society 
and forced to live on the streets and beg 
for a living. All because they’re blind.

(continued on page 2)

*Names changed for security reasons.

You’re standing with the poor and needy in India

Raju* was the first person added to the home for the blind.

Residents from the home for the blind making doormats 
to sell, thanks to your support.
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You’re helping pastors stand firm 
where faith costs the most, p. 2

World Watch Update: Ethiopia, p. 3

After converting to Christianity, Koné endured regular insults, 
beatings and death threats from her husband because of her 
faith. He even turned their children against her.

But Koné endured and continued to joyfully and 
courageously share the Gospel with her neigh-
bours. Through her faithful testimony, many in 
the village came to faith in Christ, including the 
village chief, Otto*.

A small church of about 30 members was 
established. They face a lot of pressure. But 
despite this, the mostly illiterate group is eager 
to serve the Lord. Your support enables Open Doors to be 
closely involved in assisting this brave group of Christians in 
their mission to share Christ.

Your support helped provide a church building plus an 
audio Bible, which was gratefully received by the many 
new Christians who are unable to read. Koné shares this 

audio version of God’s Word with the group when the 
local missionary is unable to attend. Christians from five 
neighbouring villages also attend Open Doors’ discipleship 
classes at the church.

Open Doors trained the village chief, Otto, to 
teach literacy classes; he’s currently training 19 
believers how to read and write. And through your 
generosity, they’ll soon be given a grain crusher 
which will make things easier for them as they 
grow maize but have to travel far to get it milled.

“I thank Open Doors for all of this work in our area,” 
said Otto. “You have built this church and made these literacy 
classes possible. All the learners are very happy about the 
opportunity to learn to read and write. Soon we will also receive 
a crusher to help us earn a living.”

Through all of this, Koné has seen some positive changes 

Koné* is a wife and mother of seven children in the Ivory Coast. She grew up as a follower of African traditional 
religion—which involves praying to various spirits and ancestors. But the Lord had other plans for her.

(continued on page 2)

“I thank Open 
Doors for all of 
this work in our 
area,” —Otto*, 
village chief

*Names changed for security reasons.

Ivory Coast chief and villagers are transformed by the 
Gospel—thanks to you supporting brave believers like Koné*

Representative image used.
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 U ondersteuning beteken Irakkese pastor kan help om die  
               ‘getraumatiseerdes te genees’,  p. 2

Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Afganistan,  p. 3

In die loopgraaf,  p. 4   

Vanuit Jan se perspektief,  p. 4

Irak is in beroering. Na die gewelddadige oorname van Mosoel en die 
omliggende area deur die Islamitiese Staat (IS) in Junie verlede 

jaar, het Christene by die duisende uit hul huise gevlug. Met u 
ondersteuning, kon Geopende Deure binne 12 ure van die 

eerste uittog uit Mosoel, deur middel van plaaslike vennote, 
reageer en gaan ons voort om die Irakkese Kerk te versterk. 

“Daar was baie mense in die strate, selfs al was dit in die middel van die 
nag. My kinders het lyke gesien en sommige huise is aan die brand gesteek 

deur die bomme. Ons was so bang!”

Dit is wat ŉ inwoner van Mosoel vir ons gesê het oor die situasie in sy 
stad op die 9de Junie 2014, wat veroorsaak het dat die eerste Christene 
begin vlug het. 

Niks meer as 12 ure later, kon Geopende Deure plaaslike vennote 
ondersteun om noodleniging te bied volgens die behoefte. Deur die Here 

se genade en u volgehoue ondersteuning, is 80 000 interne ontwortelde 
mense verlede jaar gehelp in die voorsiening van hul onmiddellike behoeftes 

soos water, kos, medisyne, higiëniese produkte, en matrasse. 

Toe die winter in Desember aangebreek het, het die reën, sneeu en koue 
baie uitdagings veroorsaak. Ons plaaslike vennote het alles in hul mag 

gedoen om die Irakkese Kerk te help om die beste van Kersfees 
te maak, ten spyte van hul omstandighede. Gesinne is 

voorsien van komberse, stowe en wintersklere. Verder is 

traumaberadingsopleiding ook aan ons 
plaaslike vennote gebied, aangesien 

Dankie dat u Christene onderhou wat 
deur die Islamitiese Staat aangeval word

in die
uitgawe

“Ek is geroep om te dien soos Jesus 
gedien het,” sê Martin, voornemende 
priester, wat vasbeslote is om in Irak  
te bly en sy mense te dien. 

Soos die meeste mense in Sentraal-Asië, is pastoor Zarif* grootgemaak om ŉ goeie Moslem te wees. Maar vandag, 
in sy tuisland, lei hy ŉ kerk en bedien hy Moslems en Gelowiges vanuit ŉ Moslemagtergrond (GVMs).

“Die toekoms van die Sentraal-Asiese Kerk is ŉ GVM-Kerk,” sê pastoor Zarif. “En die enigste manier om Christus met 
Moslems te deel is om hulle lief te hê en verhoudings met hulle te bou.”

Dis baie uitdagend en somtyds lewensgevaarlik vir Moslems om Jesus te aanvaar in Sentraal-Asië. Bekeerlinge 
word as heidene of verraaiers van hul kultuur beskou. Hulle word dikwels deur 
familielede of Islamitiese leiers geteister vir hul besluit om Jesus te volg.

Een van die gemeentelede uit Zarif se kerk, Anuar*, vertel sy storie… 

“Ek het in ŉ Moslemfamilie grootgeword. Van kleins af is ek vertel dat Christenskap 
die weg van verlore mense is. Ek was so verbaas gewees toe pastoor Zarif my vertel 
het dat daar na Jesus in die Koran verwys word. Hy het later vir my ŉ Bybel gegee 
sodat ek meer oor Jesus kon lees.”

Anuar het weekliks met pastoor Zarif begin ontmoet om meer van Christus te leer. 
En na een van die ontmoetings, het Anuar besluit om ŉ volgeling van Jesus te 
word.

Anuar se pa het hom uit die huis geskop nadat hy van sy nuwe geloof te hore 
gekom het. “Hy het my vertel om nie terug te kom nie,” het Anuar gesê. Hy het vir 
twee maande by ŉ Geopende Deure-skuilhuis 
gebly. “My geloof is versterk by die 
skuilhuis,” het hy gesê.

Anuar dien nou as ŉ vrywilliger vir die 
jeugbediening in die kerk – en hy is 
weer terug by die huis. Anuar se pa 
het verduidelik…

‘Dankie vir u hulp om die liefde van Jesus te 
versprei,’ sê GVM-pastoor

(vervolg op bladsy 2)
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*Verteenwoordigende name en foto gebruik vir sekuriteitsdoeleindes.

“Die enigste manier om 
Christus met Moslems 
te deel is om hulle lief te 
hê…” –Pastoor Zarif*
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But she truly started searching for Him when she was 22 
years old. She looked for Him in the Qur’an but couldn’t find 
Him. Then a Christian colleague started sharing with her 
about God and the Bible. Despite all she heard, she closed 
her heart completely to God because she could lose her 
family, friends and job if she converted.

It was only when she almost drowned while 
swimming one day that she thought about 
God again. “I realised this is the end; my life is 
over. I thought about my Christian colleague, 
the only person I knew who was sure he was 
going to heaven. I also realised the place where 
I was going to… hell,” she said.

While recovering at home, she contacted her Christian 
colleague. “I said [to him], ‘God gave me a second chance, but 
I’ll do this alone. Just give me a Bible and I’ll read it.’”

Yet, even after reading the Bible, she struggled with 

becoming a Christian because of everything she could lose. 
Her friend suggested she ask God to remove her doubts. “So I 
sat in my room and told Him, if You are the God of the Bible, I will 
follow You – even when I don’t know how. Just tell me what You 
want me to do, and I will do it.”

That day Nadia gave her life to Christ – almost 20 years 
ago now. Today, she is a mature believer and one of 
the leaders in a network of Palestinian Believers from 
a Muslim Background. Her mother was so touched 
by the changes she saw in Nadia’s life, that she also 
accepted Jesus.

It hasn’t been an easy road, but your support has helped 
Nadia in her most trying times. “Open Doors has been 
supporting me practically in the days most difficult for me, but 
also spiritually.” And you also enabled her to attend Christian 
leadership training.

But it’s not only Nadia that you’ve been assisting. Thanks to 

As a Muslim teenager, Nadia* had a desire to grow closer to God…

(continued on page 2)

*Name changed for security reasons.
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You’re there when no one else is – thank you!

You’re a huge 
source of 
encouragement 
to me and many 
other believers 
here. – Nadia*
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years old. She looked for Him in the Qur’an but couldn’t find 
Him. Then a Christian colleague started sharing with her 
about God and the Bible. Despite all she heard, she closed 
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I was going to… hell,” she said.

While recovering at home, she contacted her Christian 
colleague. “I said [to him], ‘God gave me a second chance, but 
I’ll do this alone. Just give me a Bible and I’ll read it.’”

Yet, even after reading the Bible, she struggled with 

becoming a Christian because of everything she could lose. 
Her friend suggested she ask God to remove her doubts. “So I 
sat in my room and told Him, if You are the God of the Bible, I will 
follow You – even when I don’t know how. Just tell me what You 
want me to do, and I will do it.”

That day Nadia gave her life to Christ – almost 20 years 
ago now. Today, she is a mature believer and one of 
the leaders in a network of Palestinian Believers from 
a Muslim Background. Her mother was so touched 
by the changes she saw in Nadia’s life, that she also 
accepted Jesus.

It hasn’t been an easy road, but your support has helped 
Nadia in her most trying times. “Open Doors has been 
supporting me practically in the days most difficult for me, but 
also spiritually.” And you also enabled her to attend Christian 
leadership training.

But it’s not only Nadia that you’ve been assisting. Thanks to 

As a Muslim teenager, Nadia* had a desire to grow closer to God…
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You’re there when no one else is – thank you!

You’re a huge 
source of 
encouragement 
to me and many 
other believers 
here. – Nadia*
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also in 
this issue

Your support encourages secret 
believers in South Asia, p. 2

World Watch Update: 
Nepal, p. 3

North Korea, Afghanistan and Somalia once again top the 
2018 World Watch List (WWL), with Afghanistan ranking #2 – 
just one point behind North Korea – and Somalia ranking #3.

Two trends currently threaten the freedom of religion 
of Christians: the Islamist revolutionary movement, and 
religious and ideological nationalism.

Christians face increasing persecution in Muslim-
majority countries in East, West and North Africa, 
with the global rise and spread of the Islamist 
movement.

Libya enters the Top 10 at #7, as the persistent 
state of anarchy creates an environment of impunity in which 
Islamic militants and organised criminal groups, engaged in 
human trafficking, can attack Christians without fear of being 
punished. And Egypt moves up to #17 as Islamic State (IS) 
seeks to rid the country of all Christians.

In almost all Asian countries there’s an increase in Islamic 
militancy, as IS looks for greener pastures after losing ground 
in the Middle East. IS has a high chance of gaining ground in 

Asia because the seeds of home-grown terrorism have been 
there for decades.

Nationalist Hinduism and Buddhism continue to gain more 
ground in Asia. In India, 2017 was a record year in terms of 
persecution incidents, with over 600 reported cases. 

In Asia, there is also ideological nationalism, which 
is frequently linked with Communism, as religion 
is still seen by the authorities as something to be 
eradicated in China, Vietnam and Laos.

Although conditions have worsened for believers in 
many areas, there are also reports of how God is at 

work. Thousands of imprisoned Christians are bravely serving 
as Christ’s ambassadors in prison. And the secret Church is 
growing in places like North 
Korea, India and many Muslim 
and Buddhist countries.

Friends like you are a pillar 
of strength to persecuted 

The latest Open Doors World Watch List confirms the Church is becoming less and less welcome 
on the global scene, as hostilities against Christians increase and become more widespread.

(continued on page 2)

Thank you for 
being a pillar 
of strength to 
persecuted 
Christians!

2018 World Watch List reveals new persecution trends

See your 2018 
WWL Map inside
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U ondersteuning help Madina* om Jesus 
te vind te midde van vervolging! 

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

               Vriende soos u wys Alima wat dit beteken om te glo,  p. 2   

Wêreldwaarnemingslys: Kenia,  p. 3

In die loopgraaf,  p. 4   

Vanuit Jan se perspektief,  p. 4

Dit is wonderlik hoe ŉ enkele daad van gehoorsaamheid 
die roemryke werk van die Here in werking kan stel… 

Madina* is ŉ geheime gelowige van Tadjikistan en kom vanuit ŉ 
Moslemagtergrond. Haar geloofsreis het begin toe Sabina* – ŉ 
familielid wie sy eens verbied was om ŉ verhouding mee te bou 
– haar van bybelse berading en vriendskap voorsien het toe sy 
dit die nodigste gehad het. 

Madina het op ŉ dag in trane by Sabina opgedaag nadat haar 
man haar geslaan het. Sabina onthou daardie dag baie goed… 

“Ek het probeer om haar te kalmeer en het verduidelik dat dit is wat 
in ons land gebeur. Dit is hoe ons huwelike werk. Ek het ook vir haar 
gesê dat dit nie is hoe die Here die huwelik gemaak het om te wees 
nie. Ons het begin om oor die Evangelie te gesels, en sy het baie 
belangstelling getoon. Op ŉ stadium het sy my gevra: ‘Hoe kan ek 

meer van jou geloof leer?’”

Sabina het onthou van die Christelike literatuur wat sy van 
Geopende Deure ontvang het. “Die boeke handel oor die huwelik, 

maar het baie Woord daarin,” het Sabina verder vertel. En toe 
gebruik sy die boeke om Madina van Jesus te vertel. 

Nie lank daarna nie was daar weer ŉ klop aan Sabina se 
deur. Dit was weer Madina. “Het jy vir my ŉ Bybel in die         

Sabina het onthou van die Christelike literatuur 
wat sy van Geopende Deure ontvang het… 
En toe daardie boeke gebruik om Madina van 
Jesus te vertel. 

*Verteenwoordigende name en foto gebruik weens sekuriteitsredes.  

JULIE 2015

in die
uitgawe
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Tulu Mosisa en Chaltu Waga was vir meer as twee dekades getroud en het vyf kinders gehad. Ten einde te voorsien 
vir hul gesin, moes Tulu as ŉ plaaswerker in ŉ ander streek werk. Hy het gehoop dat die skeiding tydelik sou wees.

Ongelukkig is Tulu nooit met sy gesin herenig nie. Op 2 Maart 2008, is hy deur Moslems vermoor. Tulu is ŉ hou op sy nek 
met ŉ kapmes gegee, gedurende ŉ aanval op die plaaslike kerk wat hy bygewoon het.

Chaltu het hardop gehuil toe sy van sy dood gehoor het. Na die begrafnis was 
die werklikheid van hulle verlies onvermydelik. Chaltu het nie geweet hoe 
sy vir haar gesin sou sorg en veral hoe sy hulle geestelike leier sou wees 
in Tulu se plek nie.

“Ek het baie gehuil. Selfs 
voordat hy oorlede is, het 
ons gesukkel om die mas 
op te kom. Hoe sou ons nou 
ŉ bestaan voer? En ek het 
gewonder wat met ons kinders se geesteslewe sou gebeur. Ek was 
bekommerd dat hulle die Koninkryk van God sou verlaat,” het 
Chaltu gesê.

Chaltu het haarself in gebed na die Here gekeer – dit 
was ŉ worstelstryd net soveel as wat dit ŉ gebed was. 
“My hart was gebroke en ek het dag en nag gehuil,” het 
Chaltu gesê terwyl sy teruggedink het.

In die lig van Chaltu se seer, het ons vriende soos u gevra 
om vir haar te bid en briewe aan haar en haar gesin te skryf 
– en u het dit gedoen. Genesing het stadig begin plaasvind. U 
briewe was ŉ tasbare bewys dat mense vir haar bid.

“Die stemme van die briewe het my bly gemaak en ek was 
verheug. Voordat die briewe gelees is, was my lewe 

U liefde en ondersteuning maak ŉ groot verskil 
in Ethiopië 

(vervolg op bladsy 2)
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“Die stemme van die briewe 
het my bly gemaak en ek was 
verheug… Ek wil die broers 
en susters wat die briewe aan 
my geskryf het bedank.”

 TOT UITBOUING VAN GOD SE KONINKRYK WAAR GELOOF DIE MEESTE KOS

VERSOEK U 
AFSKRIF!

Sien bladsy 3 vir meer 
besonderhede…
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Update: India, p. 3  |  Be a real hero of faith, p. 3  |  From Jan’s perspective, p. 4

*Name changed for security reasons.

During the service, the lyrics of a song they were singing 
resonated with him. “It was as if the scales fell from my eyes,” 
he recalls. “I began to dislike my old faith and all the idols.” Vikas 
then gave his life to Christ.

Two years after he became a Christian, he 
faced opposition from his community. “I got a 
lot of threats. But I never stopped believing. My 
faith became so strong,” says Vikas. After a year 
of training and learning more about God, he 
eventually became a pastor.

Unfortunately, in 2015 the persecution 
became more severe. One day three 
policemen interrupted a church service, saying, “You’re 
converting people to Christianity. You speak against our gods 
and goddesses.” But many of the church members testified 

that they became Christians when they were healed as they 
prayed with Vikas to the true God. The police left when no 
one would testify against Vikas.

Sadly, after that incident, journalists wrote stories 
accusing Vikas of tricking people into converting to 
Christianity.

In 2018, the police once again raided his home 
while he was conducting a night of prayer. This time 
they arrested him and put him in jail. Thankfully, 
some of the members of Vikas’ church contacted 
Open Doors’ local partners who were able to get 
him out on bail the next morning.

“If you weren’t there for me, they probably would have filed a 

When Pastor Vikas* was 18 years old, he became ill. He tried all sorts of things to get well 
but nothing worked. One day he met a Christian man who invited him to a church service. 
Out of desperation, he went along to church.

(continued on page 2)

You’re helping believers like Vikas stand strong in India

When I went to the 
training, I [realised] 
there are many 
people standing 
next to me. Thank 
you for your 
prayers for me.

See page 3 to request 

your own ‘One with Them’ 

wristband!
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also in 
this issue

Your Gift of Hope will change lives,  p. 3World Watch Update: Vietnam, p. 2

“They killed my father because he was a believer,” says Wasihun, 
now age 12. “He loved God a lot.” 

When Open Doors arrived to visit the family, it was clear 
Wasihun was severely traumatised and grief-stricken. When 
we prayed for him, tears would stream down his face. His 
father was his hero. “I loved him! He loved me! He 
was my protection,” he said.

You’ve helped bring hope through Open 
Doors by providing food, trauma care, school 
fees, income-generating activities, and by 
encouraging the family through many visits 
and letters. Wasihun and his sister Bachu also 
attended a recent youth event for persecuted 
children. He says,

“After my father’s death, I gave up on life. But God comforted 
us and told us that He will be the Father of each of us. I want to 
serve this God who has helped me through my trials. I will serve 

Him at any cost and testify about everything He has done in my 
life.”

Wasihun’s mother, Buze, is also deeply grateful for your 
support. “Thanks to you, I have been able to more than survive 
with my family. I cannot imagine life without your help. I would 

not have survived with my nine children.”

You help strengthen children in other parts of 
the world too… like the three children severely 
injured in a bomb attack at their church in 
Indonesia.

Alvaro, age 5, Trinity, 4, and Anita, 3, are making 
progress in their recovery, thanks to your generosity, 

prayers and encouragement. “Thank you, my friends, for 
sending me letters!” says Alvaro.

Alvaro’s second surgery in Malaysia successfully restored 
most of his right scalp. And Anita, who suffered the least 

Wasihun was just seven years old when his father was beaten and stabbed to death in front of 
him in Ethiopia. 

(continued on page 2)

“God comforted 
us and told us 
that He will be 
the Father of 
each of us.” 
–Wasihun
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Christene in Moslemlande is nog altyd die mees kwesbaarste vir winde van verandering. En ongelukkig blyk die winde, 
wat veroorsaak is deur die Arabiese Lente, in sommige plekke ŉ orkaan te wees. Hierdie meedoënlose stormwinde 
het deur die Kerk se oudste gemeenskappe – soos Sirië en Irak – gewaai en dit soms totaal gestroop van amper alle 
Christene. Party noem die Arabiese Lente ŉ “Christenwinter”, alhoewel meeste Christene in hierdie streek Arabies is. Dit 
moet egter gesê word, die Arabiese Lente het die Kerk baie skade berokken. 

Die Arabiese Lente het in Desember 2010 begin met ŉ vlaag betogings in Tunisië – gevolg deur ander 
Arabiese lande. Dit was ŉ sosiale beweging wat geëis het dat daar ŉ einde gebring moet word aan 
die skending van menseregte, korrupsie deur regerings en armoede. In teenstelling met wat 
oorspronklike betogers wou bereik, het die uitkoms van hierdie revolusies aanhoudende en 
grootskaalse konflik in dele van die Midde-Ooste en in Noord-Afrika teweeg gebring. 

Die impak van die Arabiese Lente het geensins ŉ universele, positiewe invloed  
vir Christene in die Midde-Ooste en Noord-Afrika tot gevolg 
gehad nie, en die impak verskil van land tot land. In 
Egipte, byvoorbeeld, het die Kerk twee revolusies 
en ŉ gewelddadige Moslem-teenreaksie verduur. 
In Irak het die Islamitiese Staat (IS) Christene 
vermoor en verdryf en vroue ontvoer vir seksuele 
slawerny. Jemen se Christene, wat eens onder 
ŉ onderdrukkende outokrasie geleef het, leef 
nou te midde van stamgebonde oorlogvoering 
onder Islamitiese sektes. 

In Sirië leef Christene in die kruisvuur 
van ŉ burgeroorlog. Maar met u 
ondersteuning versterk Geopende 
Deure die oorblywende Kerk in Sirië 
deur middel van vennootskappe 
met plaaslike kerke vanuit alle 
denominasies en in amper elke 
streek. Saam dien ons meer as 9 000 
ontwortelde gesinne wat steeds  
maandelikse ondersteuning ontvang  
in die vorm van kos, medisyne en  
higiëniese produkte – te danke aan u  

T O T  U I T B O U I N G  VA N  G O D  S E  K O N I N K R Y K  WA A R  G E L O O F  D I E  M E E S T E  K O SDiens aan vervolgde Christene wêreldwyd
Deure

DESEMBER 2015

U ondersteuning help om gelowiges regoor 
die Arabiese wêreld te bemagtig

               Die Arabiese Lente en die wêreldwye Kerk,  p. 2

Gee ŉ Geskenk van Hoop hierdie Kersfees,  p. 3  

V&A met Jan,  p. 4   

Vanuit Jan se perspektief,  p. 4

U ondersteuning van die vervolgde Kerk 
dra by tot hul bemagtiging namate die 
meedoënlose winde van die Arabiese 
Lente steeds waai... 

Sien bladsy 3 
om ‘n Geskenk 
van Hoop aan 
‘n vervolgde 
gelowige te gee!
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Pastor Boutros: ‘Through your love and your 
contribution, we’re now able to serve [4 000] families’

Christians in the Middle East have been persecuted, 
enslaved, and killed for more than 10 centuries. Today, 
believers throughout Syria have lost their homes or even 
fled the country because of civil war.

That’s why we’re so grateful for your ongoing support! God 
is using it to minister to Christians in places like Syria… 
Christians who are committed to staying in the Middle 
East and serving in their countries, no matter the cost. 
Our long-term vision is to strengthen the Middle Eastern 
Church – to preserve and build the Christian presence in 
the region.

Meet Pastor Boutros, one of the believers you are 
supporting today. His church serves internally displaced 
people in the western areas of Syria. He shares,

(continued on page 2)

*Representative image used.

See how God is using your support to advance His Kingdom across the Middle East!

“It’s as if we’re living in the book of Acts. Before the 
war, we were praying that God would do something 
great in our midst. But we didn’t expect war and so 
many displaced. We weren’t ready, and we didn’t 
have the experience or the resources to help them.”

That’s where you – and Open Doors through local church 
partnerships – come in.

Today, Pastor Boutros and his church “support 4 000 
families, some 20 000 persons.” He continues, “God opened 
a door for us when we met with Open Doors… through your 
love and your contribution, we’re now able to serve 4 000 
families.”

Together, we’re helping believers to support themselves 

Jy staan saam met Gelowiges vanuit ŉ Moslemagtergrond in China, p. 2  |  Wêreldwaarnemingslys: 
China, p. 3  |  ‘Elke Christen wat gevind word, is ŉ vyand’, p. 4  |  Vanuit Jan se perspektief, p. 4

Vyf jaar gelede was slegs Noord-Korea as “uiters” geklassifiseer 
vir die vlak van vervolging van Christene. Vandag behaal 11 
lande genoeg punte om in daardie kategorie te val.

Noord-Korea behou vir die 18de jaar ná mekaar die top posisie, 
terwyl Afganistan die tweede plek inneem, gevolg deur 
Somalië.

Staat-outoritarisme is ŉ groeiende tendens 
in baie dele van die wêreld, soos gesien in 
China – wat van #43 tot #27 gespring het. 
President Xi gebruik al hoe meer die mag 
van die staat om Christene te vervolg en hul 
vryhede te beperk met die doel om enige 
sienings uit te skakel wat nie heeltemal 
ondergeskik is aan die Kommunistiese Party nie.

Daardie selfde tipe outoritarisme gebruik geloof as ŉ wapen 
in Mianmar (#18) waar “die weermag, oor die dekades van 
gewapende konflik, geloof omskep het in ŉ instrument van 
[etniese] onderdrukking,” het die land se eerste Katolieke 
kardinaal, Charles Maung Bo, gesê.

ŉ Ander gevaarlike tendens is die toename van ultra-

nasionalisme in lande soos Indië, wat die Top 10 as #10 
betree. In hierdie gevalle forseer ŉ nasie se godsdienstige- en 
etniese meerderheid, op aggressiewe wyse, minderhede om 
hul identiteit te versaak of die land te verlaat.

In Indië het hierdie aggressie ook gelei tot ŉ skokkende 
taktiek waarvolgens vervolgers dreig om ŉ kerkleier se 
vrou en selfs sy jong kinders te verkrag. Dit weerspieël 
die wêreldwye tendense wat vroue en kinders 
toenemend en direk teiken as deel van vervolging.

ŉ Derde opmerklike tendens is die verspreiding van 
radikale Islam van die Midde-Ooste regoor sub-Sahara 
Afrika. In Egipte (#16) beloof die Islamitiese Staat 
steeds om Christene “uit te wis” deur die gemeenskap 

te terroriseer met geteikende moorde.

In Somalië het ŉ terreurgroep, wat geaffilieer is aan die 
Islamitiese Staat, gekies om hulle-
self in die land te vestig omdat 
“dit ŉ goeie geleentheid voorhou vir 
hulle soeke na ŉ Islamitiese staat of, 
minstens, dat hulle hul ideologie  
kan voortbou sonder hindernisse,” 

Die afgelope jaar het ŉ konstante versnelling in vyandigheid teenoor Christene getoon, volgens 
die 2019 Wêreldwaarnemingslys wat onlangs vrygestel is.

(vervolg op bladsy 2)

Onrusbarende tendense in vervolging uit die 2019 Wêreldwaarnemingslys
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Syrian Christians who need food 
and hope say thank you! p. 2

World Watch Update: Jordan, p. 3

Judah* is a Bible distributor in the region who’s supported 
by you and Open Doors. He shares how God’s Word is 
distributed in the Arabian Peninsula – and how new ways to 
share it are leading many in the Arab world to become more 
receptive to the Gospel.

“The Word of God is eaten here. People are so 
hungry for the Word that it just finds its way to 
them,” says Judah.

The Arabian Peninsula employs millions of 
Asian migrant workers – office and household 
staff, labourers and nannies. They all face poor 
treatment. But the worst is directed at Christian migrant 
workers, due to their employers’ perceived Islamic superiority.

Migrant workers, especially migrant domestic workers, are 
vulnerable to physical and sexual abuse. While overall, many 
migrant workers frequently go unpaid for months for their 

labour, stifling their ability to support their families back 
home.

Yet, amidst these circumstances, migrant workers in the 
Arabian Peninsula are finding Jesus. In Saudi Arabia alone, 

several secret church leaders have reported that 
80% of their church members came to Christ while 
working in that country.

These new Christians need a Bible in their own 
language. But sadly, says Judah, “Many labourers 
from Asian countries are illiterate, so reading a Bible is 
very hard for them.”

Thankfully, your gifts and prayers have helped provide a 
solution to this challenge: audio Bibles in different languages 
on micro SD cards.

Judah explains, “They simply insert a chip into their phone and 

As the heartland of Islam, the Arabian Peninsula is inhospitable to Christians. Restrictions make it 
difficult to distribute Bibles. Yet with your help, migrant workers are still hearing the Gospel, and 
immigrant and underground churches are growing.

(continued on page 2)

“You’re really 
standing beside 
us in supporting 
the Church 
here.” –Judah*

*Name changed for security reasons.

‘People are so hungry for the Word’
You’re sharing the Gospel with mistreated migrants in the Arabian Peninsula

Representative image used.
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This year, Open Doors Southern Africa is celebrating 50 years of God’s grace. The work in 
South Africa all started in 1971 after a few visits from Open Doors founder, Brother Andrew. 
In May of that year, Brother Andrew again came to South Africa on a short visit. A small 
group, invited by Brother Francis Grim, gathered in the Grim’s home in Kempton Park to 
discuss establishing an Open Doors base in the country. On 10 May, Open Doors Southern 
Africa was established.

Today, the work of Open Doors has extended into other parts of Southern Africa. Together 
with the prayers and support of thousands of Christians, millions of persecuted Christians 
in closed countries have been strengthened to stand for Christ, no matter the cost.

Thanks to God’s grace and your partnership, over the past 50 years, 
Open Doors Southern Africa has strengthened approximately 5,3 million 
Christians in more than 60 countries!

We, at Open Doors Southern Africa, are humbled by the privilege of serving our persecuted 
family alongside you. We give God all the glory, honour and praise for His amazing grace 
all these years. And we thank you, our partners, for your unwavering commitment to stand 
with our persecuted family so that the kingdom of God can advance in some of the darkest 
places on earth.

We praise God for this milestone!
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Memorable moments in our ministry

1971
OPEN DOORS SOUTHERN 
AFRICA
The Southern Africa base is 
founded to inform, encourage 
and equip the Church here to 
care for persecuted brothers 
and sisters worldwide.

1981
PROJECT PEARL
One million Bibles were 
delivered to a beach in China 
in just one night. Thousands 
of waiting believers gather to 
receive them. 

1982
SEVEN-YEAR PRAYER 
CAMPAIGN
Open Doors launches a seven-
year campaign of prayer for the 
Communist Bloc. Seven years 
later, in 1989, the Berlin Wall 
falls. The Soviet Union is opened 
to the Gospel and Christian 
prisoners are released.

1991
TEN YEARS FOR THE 10-40
A ten-year prayer campaign 
begins for the 10-40 window 
– the area of North Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia which 
includes the majority of the 
world’s Muslims, Hindus and 
Buddhists.

1992
WORLD WATCH LIST 
LAUNCHED
The first annual World Watch 
List is published – a unique 

and invaluable resource 
showing the 50 countries where 
Christians suffer the most severe 
persecution for their faith.

1998
OPERATION DAILY BREAD
Open Doors launches its first 
relief project. Over 400 tons of 
food and medicine are delivered 
to starving believers in war-torn 
South Sudan.  

2010
RIGHT TO BELIEVE
The Right to Believe campaign 
sees over 428 000 Christians 
around the world sign a petition 
showing their support for 
persecuted Christians.

2013
SAVE SYRIA
In response to the civil war in 
Syria, Open Doors launches its 
largest relief programme ever, 
helping Christians in the country 
to stay and shine.

2017
800 000 SIGNATURES
Over 800 000 supporters from 
143 countries sign the global 
“Hope for the Middle East” 
petition, which is presented to 
the UN.

2018
IMPACT INDIA
Open Doors launches a five-
year campaign in support of 
the Christians in India facing 
heightened persecution under 
growing Hindu extremism. 

3
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THREE LESSONS 
FROM THE 
PERSECUTED 
CHURCH

Prayer is like harvesting 
frankincense

A Christian in the Arabian Peninsula 
shared how a small shallow cut is made in 
the bark of the frankincense tree. Each cut 
produces a small amount of sap that is left 
for a few days to harden into a resin. Once 
it has hardened, the resin is collected and 
temporarily stored to continue drying until 
it finally turns into beautiful frankincense. 

Like harvesting frankincense, we must 
be patient when it comes to praying, as 
Christ’s character grows in us and our 
brothers and sisters. Although we don’t 
always see the fruit of our prayers, the 
prayers of the saints do rise, reaching 
heaven, and the Lord answers all prayers 
in His own way and His own time.

   The peace of God is 
bigger than the fear of 
persecution
A persecuted Christian from Egypt shared 
how she and her family were being 
persecuted by a man, who threatened to 
kill her father. She and her family closed 
their shop for 20 days, praying and crying 

at home. She was very afraid but then 
something happened…

“Slowly I started to feel an unimaginable 
peace. It was bigger than I could understand, 
I hadn’t felt it before, and I didn’t understand. 
But I felt peaceful, and not afraid anymore. 
My father taught me how to forgive our 
persecutor and how to look at him through the 
eyes of God. We pray for him all the time. Our 
fight isn’t over yet, but we know God is with us.”

Church is not a building
A Christian from India shared how, after 
he had preached at a friend’s church, his 
friend took him to another church in a 
restaurant. The church didn’t have money 
to sustain their building because the former 
congregation had become so involved with 
their material well-being. They sold the 
building to a businessman, who turned it 
into a restaurant.  

He learnt that “a church isn’t a building. God 
isn’t interested in how beautiful our buildings 
are. Satan is. His strategy is to make us very 
programme-orientated, so that there are 
always problems to solve. God, however, is 
interested in the condition of the human 
being.”

1 

2 

3
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It’s all in the family

Doesn’t the Bible teach us clearly that we should help all people, but especially 
those who belong to the family of believers (Galatians 6:10)? I like this expression: 
“Family of believers.” It indicates that we are all one family, the family of God. What a 
privilege! But also, what a responsibility!

The Bible says a great deal about the family ties that we have with our fellow 
believers in Jesus Christ. The clearest teaching in the whole Scripture is 
undoubtedly the teaching about the Body of Christ, which refers to the inseparable 
unity of all who belong to Him, who have become a living part of Jesus’ Body.

If we were to realise this fully, ethnic divisions and church partitions would 
collapse. And an endless stream of visitors, relief goods, Bibles and prayers would 
go out to persecuted believers as part of the Body.

Yes, we would “have equal concern for each other”. Yes, we 
would feel their suffering and pain as if it was our own 
(1 Cor. 12:25-26). And I am convinced that we, at Open 
Doors, and many similar organisations, would no longer 
have to ask for the support to help everyone who needs it. 
There would be more than enough. 

by Brother Andrew

Any right-thinking person always asks for the “why?” In our case, 

why is there so much persecution? Where did it start? Could we 

have prevented it? Can we intervene, stem it or at least help the 

victims of the vicious attacks?

“Therefore, as we  
have opportunity, let us 
do good to all people, 

especially to those who 
belong to the family of 

believers.” 

Galatians 6:10

(Continued on page 6)
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First featured: June 2001 ODSA magazine.

Is this all?

But another step must be taken, a huge step forward. Jesus took this step for us. In 
Acts 9 we read about the first organised persecution of Christians: Saul on the way 
to Damascus to arrest the believers. Suddenly, Jesus appears to him and says: “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4).

This is nothing short of a revelation! Saul is not persecuting the Church, dissident 
Jews or religious fanatics. No, he is persecuting the life of Jesus in men and women.

The unity among Christians and the divine Subject of their faith is so complete 
that, for God, any attack on a believer is equal to an attack on His Son. In other 
words, Jesus identifies with His persecuted followers. The many stories we have 
published over the years illustrate the incredibly close presence of Jesus with those 
who suffer for His name. It almost changes persecution into sweet persecution.

It is perfectly clear that Jesus, the Son of God who lives in me, is the real object of 
persecution. Perhaps here it is good to make the distinction between persecution 
and opposition because it is simply not true that we are all persecuted. (See also 
Hebrews 10:32-34.) But everyone who claims that he is following Jesus in this 
wicked world and knows nothing of opposition, should take a careful look at his or 
her life. Light and darkness conflict; good and evil have nothing in common.

What is really important for us as Christians is simple, and the solution can be 
applied to every conflict without requiring us to specialise in political science or 
comparative religion. We should support the Body of Christ worldwide, as if it was 
ourselves, particularly in these last days with persecution increasing. It is my prayer 
that our faith, love, intercession and support will increase correspondingly.

(Continued from page 5)

“…so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with 
it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it.” 1 Corinthians 12:25-26
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Thanks to God’s grace and your 
partnership, over the past 50 

years, Open Doors Southern Africa 
has strengthened approximately 

5,3 million Christians in more than 
60 countries!
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Mozambique – a country rich in natural 
resources and beauty, and a popular holiday 
destination for many South Africans. It 
has been long considered to be a post-
conflict success story. Sadly, today political, 
economic, religious and social triggers have 
left Mozambique exposed to acts of violence 
carried out by Islamic extremist groups. 

In Cabo Delgado, the most neglected part of 
Mozambique, civilians have been engulfed 
by attacks by these groups since 2017, with 
Christians facing the brunt of these attacks.

Furaia* (in her 40s) is one of the believers 
whose life has been deeply affected by the 
attacks in Cabo Delgado. Last year terrorists 
attacked her village and brutally murdered 
her husband and brother as she watched 
from her hiding place in the tall grass.

“I saw them tie up my husband’s hands and 
torture him, shouting: ‘Allahu Akubar! Allahu 

Akubar!’ before they cut his throat. I saw  
them kill my brother and some other men in 
the same way.” 

She had no time to mourn or bury her 
husband and brother. As soon as the 
terrorists left, she gathered her brother’s 
children and her own and fled.

She had lost everything and had nowhere 
to go, with 14 children to take care of. 
Thankfully, it was at this time that Open 
Doors relief aid reached her, thanks to you.

“I thank God for the help that arrived. My 
children and I now have something to eat. 
Without this help we would have starved. To 
the donors, I would like to say thank you and 
God bless you,” says Furaia.  

Please continue to pray for our family 
in Christ like Furaia, who have been 
traumatised by the ongoing attacks in 
Mozambique. Pray that God will be their 
rock and shield at this time.

"Without this help we would have starved. 
To the donors, I would like to say thank you 
and God bless you." Furaia*, Mozambique

*Name changed for security reasons.

Thank you for standing with our family 

in Mozambique
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CONFESSIONS 
OF A PERSECUTED 
CHRISTIAN by Rev Michael Dissanayeke

This is an excerpt from our September 1997 newsletter:

Today we remember thousands of our Christian brothers and sisters around the world 
who are persecuted for their faith in Christ. Paul wrote to the Philippian Church from 
this same situation, as he was being persecuted and imprisoned for his faith. The 
Philippian experience from the outset was one of persecution. With this background 
it was easy for Paul to relate to them, and help them identify with his situation as he 
said:

“Since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still 
have” (Philippians 1:30).

The persecuted Church has always inspired the rest of the Body to mobilise forces and 
unite themselves in evangelism with greater resolve. Although some had to pay the 
supreme sacrifice and were not delivered from their situations, their heroic courage 
and endurance have challenged many into ministry and even martyrdom.

Persecution cannot stop the Church from fulfilling the Great Commission but rather 
makes it determined in its resolve: To preach the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. When Jesus spoke of persecution, He said:

“When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another: I tell you the truth, you will not 
(Continued on page 10)
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finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes” (Matthew 10:23).

The message of the Gospel must be carried on. Let us remember that the most 
persecuted areas in the world are the ripest for the harvest, and although they are 
restricted, the Church shows great promise. We must not be dismayed by the strength 
of the oppressors, as it does not mean that the Church is weak. From the persecution 
of Rome in the early centuries to the Communist regimes in recent history, the Church 
has survived and reigned to prove that to be true.

The Church worldwide must stand in solidarity with the determination of the suffering 
Church, to agree with them that the oppressed is not the victim, but the victor!

Let’s join together in prayer and faith, knowing that closed doors are by no means a 
closed heaven. As Jesus challenged Nathaniel, let’s believe in an open heaven.

(Continued from page 9)

“Persecution cannot stop 
the Church from fulfilling 
the Great Commission but 

rather makes it determined 
in its resolve: To preach the 

Gospel to the uttermost 
parts of the earth.”
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2021 KEEP AN EYE OUT
Join us in the second half of the year as we continue to support, 
lift in prayer and speak out for our persecuted family in Christ.

Here is what you can expect in the coming months:

India
JULY/AUGUST
In just one year, Open Doors was able to 
double its impact in supporting, praying for 
and speaking out for persecuted Christians 
in India. Now we want to triple that impact. 
On India’s Independence Day on 15 August, 
we’ll be joining Christians around the 
world in solidarity with Christians in India 
through a mass supporter initiative – be a 
part of it!

Hope for the Middle East
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
War and unrest have destroyed Iraq and 
Syria and uprooted many from their 
homelands. All of this has diminished 
the Christian presence in the region. 
Those Christians that remain, need hope 
to rebuild the Christian presence in the 
country.

Visit www.opendoors.org.za and keep an eye out for our 
communications about these upcoming projects.

International Day of 
Prayer for the Persecuted 
Church
NOVEMBER
Persecuted Christians’ number one 
request is for prayer. Every year, Christians 
around the world take part in the 
International Day of Prayer for them.

Christmas campaign
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Christmas is a time of heightened 
persecution for Christians in closed 
countries. Many have to celebrate in 
secret due to the dangers they face. Our 
Christmas campaign seeks to give them 
hope and remind them that they’re not 
alone.

11
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Dear partner of the persecuted Church

“I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the 
deeds for which He is to be praised, according 
to all the Lord has done for us – yes, the many 
good things He has done for Israel, according 
to His compassion and many kindnesses.” 
Isaiah 63:7

Looking back on the 50 years that Open 
Doors Southern Africa has been in 
existence, we can say confidently that this 
verse is indeed true in our history!

On 10 May 1971, a handful of South African 
church leaders met with Brother Andrew 
(founder of Open Doors International and 
author of God’s Smuggler) and formed Open 
Doors Southern Africa. Their promise to 
Brother Andrew was that they’ll spread 
the message of the persecuted Church in 
Southern Africa, and that they’ll support his 
work with prayers and finances.

It started small with one full-time 
staff member and only a few partners 
supporting the work. Today there are 
thousands of partners in Southern Africa 

Jan Gouws 
Executive Director
Open Doors Southern Africa

P.O. Box 1771, Cresta, 2118
T   +27 11 888 9341
F   +27 11 888 9362
E   southafrica@od.org  
I   www.opendoors.org.za

Bank Accounts: South Africa, Geopende Deure - Open Doors NPC, 
ABSA - Northcliff (632005), Acc. no. 160340568
Geopende Deure - Open Doors, Nedbank Business Account 
(198765), Acc. no. 113 750 4552 
Bank Account: Namibia, Geopende Deure - Open Doors NPC, 
Nedbank - Windhoek (461609), Acc. no. 1-2000-23847-1
(Please fax proof of payment to: +27 11 888 9362)  
All information compiled by Open Doors Southern Africa and correct  
at time of printing. No reproduction without permission.  
Contact Milandré at milandreh@od.org
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involved with the most persecuted through 
prayers and support.

In the 30 years that I’ve had the privilege 
to be part of this organisation, I met many 
persecuted brothers and sisters who 
testified how our involvement is changing 
their lives and reassures them that they’re 
not alone. I’ve now run my race and will 
soon pass on the baton.

As I close this chapter of my life, I thank the 
Lord for how He has used Open Doors to 
change the lives of millions of persecuted 
Christians. And I thank you, our partners, 
sincerely for your love, prayers and support 
over these years. Your involvement is 
changing lives!

ALL GLORY TO GOD!

Together in His service

Open Doors South Africa

FROM JAN’S PERSPECTIVE

064 867 4730

https://twitter.com/opendoorssa/
https://www.facebook.com/OpendoorsSA/

https://www.instagram.com/open_doors_sa/

https://www.youtube.com/OpenDoorsSouthAfrica


