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WATCH COUNTRIES
These countries reached a score of 41 points or more 

but did not receive enough points to be included in the WWL Top 50.

Christian persecution continues to increase around the 
world. More than ever, we need to pray for the Body 
of Christ as Satan battles for the hearts and minds of 
people all over the world and uses many tactics to 
persecute the Church to weaken our testimony. 

Join us in praying for the Church by using this prayer 
map to pray for the various regions where Christians 
face increasing hostilities, isolation and persecution.

Visit www.OpenDoors.org.za for more about 
Christian persecution.

The Open Doors World Watch List (WWL) is released every 
January and ranks the top 50 countries where Christians 
face the worst forms of persecution. Persecution is defined 
as any hostility experienced because of one’s identification 
with Christ. The WWL takes into account all spheres of 
life and incidents of violence. The methods for arriving at 
country scores and their transnational comparison have 
been independently audited by the International Institute 
for Religious Freedom and their proper application checked 
in some sample countries. Additional statements and 
interpretations by Open Doors based on or associated with 
the publication of the WWL remain outside the scope of this 
audit. Reporting period: 1 November 2018 – 31 October 2019.

LATIN AMERICA
The continued breakdown of state 
structures and distrust in the authorities 
has caused great social unrest. This 
increases the vulnerability of the 
Church in the region as organised crime 
groups and militias continue their reign 
of terror with impunity. Pray for peace 
and protection for the Church here, and 
that God will fill their hearts with hope.

ASIA
Christians in Asia face much 
hostility from Muslim, Buddhist and 
Hindu extremists, as well as severe 
restrictions because of their faith. 
Pray that even under such hostility 
the Church in the region will 
flourish and become a powerhouse 
for the Kingdom of God.

MIDDLE EAST
The Middle East is the birthplace 
of Christianity. Yet, in some areas 
today, the Church has almost been 
eliminated under Islamic oppression. 
Pray that God will rebuild His Church 
in places where it is declining 
and that throughout the region 
Christians will be salt and light amid 
the darkness.

ARABIAN  
PENINSULA
Pray for believers in this Muslim-
dominated region, that God will 
equip them to stand strong in 
their faith. Pray that He’ll give 
them wisdom as they interact 
with Muslims and that these 
Muslims will be drawn to Christ.

AFRICA
The spread of violent Islamic militancy into 
politically weak states across sub-Saharan 
Africa places Christians in very difficult 
circumstances. Here, Islamic militants 
exploit ethnic, tribal and socioeconomic 
groups to create conditions that bring them 
recruits and increase their influence. Pray 
that God will equip the Church to face these 
challenges so that the hearts and minds of 
Africans will be won for the Kingdom.
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