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The Open Doors World Watch List (WWL) is released every January and ranks the Top 50 countries where Christians face the worst forms of 
persecution. Persecution is defined as any hostility experienced because of one’s identification with Christ. The WWL takes into account all spheres 
of life and incidents of violence. The methods for arriving at country scores and their transnational comparison have been independently audited 
by the International Institute for Religious Freedom and their proper application checked on some sample countries. Additional statements and 
interpretations by Open Doors, based on or associated with the publication of the WWL, remain outside the scope of this audit.

Reporting period: 1 November 2016 to 31 October 2017

On the 2018 World Watch 
List (WWL), persecution is 
driven mainly by the Islamist 
revolutionary movement, 
and religious and ideological 
nationalism. Christians in East, 
West and North Africa face 
increased persecution with the 
global rise and spread of the 
Islamist movement. In Asia there 
has been an increase in Islamic 
militancy as well as religious 
and ideological nationalism. 

Please pray for Christians living 
in these Top 50 countries. As 
the most persecuted believers 
in the world, they need 
encouragement and support 
to stand strong in their faith.

www.opendoors.org.za


