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Tanzania – #33 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 59 / Position: 33 

                     WWL 2016: Points: 57 / Position: 36 

2. Persecution engines:  

The persecution engine affecting Christians in Tanzania is Islamic Oppression.  

3. Context: 

Tanzania is a country with two very varying realities. The modern-day Tanzania was formed by the 

union of the Island of Zanzibar and Tanganyika. The Island of Zanzibar has had a very long 

connection with Islam and other Muslim countries, and it was ruled by a sultanate until the British 

occupation (1890 to 1963). On the other hand, Tanganyika was a separate nation with indigenous 

religion before the introduction of Christianity. Tanzania was a socialist country from 1961 to 1987. 

The areas affected by persecution are mainly Zanzibar, Bukoba region, and the coastal regions. The 

militant movements in Somalia and Kenya are having a serious impact on Tanzania. It should also 

be noted that the population of the Zanzibar Archipelago is mainly Muslim, and many in the region 

think they are being deprived of development opportunities by Tanzania’s central government. The 

inclusion of the sharia court provision in the draft constitution to be ratified by a referendum can 

only worsen the situation for Christians. 

4. Types of Christianity affected:  

All four World Watch List (WWL) categories of Christianity exist in Tanzania and are experiencing 

varying degrees of persecution: Communities of expatriate or migrant Christians, Historical 

Christian communities, communities of converts to Christianity (here mainly from a Muslim 

background – BMBs) and non-traditional Protestant Christian communities. The BMBs on Zanzibar 

are affected the most severely. 

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: 

 Overall, the pressure on Christians is at a high level and increased slightly in comparison to the 

WWL 2016 reporting period. 

 Persecution is very high on the community sphere of life followed by church sphere of life. 

 The score for the violence block is at a very high level and shows an increase compared to WWL 

2016. 

 The overall persecution situation in Tanzania is fuelled by Islamic oppression which is very 

active in Zanzibar and the coastal region of the country. There has been a growing impact on 

Christians in the northwest as well.  

6. Future outlook:  

The current president, John Magufuli, is lauded by many for taking bold steps to solve some of the 

socioeconomic problems the country has been facing. However, nothing has been done in terms  
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of solving the problem of growing Islamic radicalism in the country. Thus, in the coming years, 

unless the country takes serious measures to protect freedom of religion:  

 The persecution of Christians in Zanzibar and the coastal region will continue.  

 The upcoming referendum on the new constitution might pit Christians against Muslims, which 

would probably result in an increase of pressure on Christians.   

 If the draft constitution is adopted, Muslims are likely to become more influential in the 

country.   

7. Prayer Points: 

 Pray for Christians living in areas that are dominated by radical Islam. They are unable to 

worship in community or own Christian materials such as the Bible. They face much pressure 

from their communities to recant their faith. Pray for encouragement and perseverance. 

 Pray for Islamic extremists who orchestrate attacks on Christians and churches. Pray for their 

salvation and that they would no longer execute violence on Christian communities. 

 The teachings in some Tanzanian mosques and madrassas are very negative towards Christians 

and Christianity. These teachings lay the groundwork for persecution. Pray that Islamic 

teachers would come to know the Lord and would create positive change for Christians. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

Open Doors has been involved in the Church in Tanzania through partnerships with the local Church 

intermittently since the mid-1990s, but most of our involvement was focused on the Church on the 

semi-autonomous island of Zanzibar. More recently, our assistance has included specific areas of 

the mainland. Much of our work is focused on providing literature and on developing church 

leaders through leadership development and Bible training, though it also included livelihood 

support. 

 Other religion and legal awareness. 

 Economic empowerment. 

 Trauma healing and children’s ministry. 

 Theology and leadership development. 

 


