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Sri Lanka – #45 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 55 / Position: 45 

 WWL 2016: Points: 53 / Persecution Watch Country, not listed in WWL 

                 WWL 2015: Points 51 / Position 44 

2. Main persecution engines:  

The main persecution engine affecting Christians in Sri Lanka is Religious Nationalism. 

3. Context: 
The national elections in January 2015 were won by opposition candidate Sirisena, who defeated 

the president responsible for bringing the 26 year civil war to a bloody end in 2009. Both 

government forces and (Hindu minority) Tamils committed war crimes. Another major issue is the 

de-militarisation of the country. Due to the decade-long conflict and the ever-increasing business 

activities of the army, it is around 300 000 people strong. Many in the army will not want to lose 

lucrative opportunities, especially if they might face an investigation into war crimes. Finally, 

radical Buddhist groups are still very much alive, but have currently stopped their actions against 

religious minorities. Nevertheless, mobs (often led by Buddhist monks) have continued to stop 

church services. A re-emphasis on Buddhism as the predominant religion is apparent in the new 

constitution. 
4. Types of Christianity affected:  

The few expatriate Christians usually join the existing local churches and therefore the World 

Watch List (WWL) category “Communities of expatriate or migrant Christians” is not treated as a 

separate category in Sri Lanka. While Historical Christian communities are not directly persecuted, 

but rather affected by the overall atmosphere of Buddhist supremacy, more pressure is felt by 

communities of converts to Christianity from Buddhist, Muslim or Hindu background who are most 

often seen as traitors and are consequently harassed and subjected to physical and verbal assaults, 

and by non-traditional Protestant Christian communities, who face legal restrictions by village 

Buddhist monks and local government officials.  

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence:   

 The overall pressure on Christians is at a high level. 

 The pressure is at a high level and strongest in the community, national and private spheres 

of life. While high pressure in the national sphere is typical for countries affected by the 

persecution engine Religious Nationalism, high pressure in the private and community 

spheres points to problems faced by Christian converts from other religions. 

 The level of violence against Christians is at a very high level but is less than in the WWL 2016 

reporting period. The main radical Buddhist groups stopped taking violent measures against 

Christians, but attacks by mobs of villagers and monks continued. One convert from a Hindu  
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background was killed by her own mother, church services and prayer meetings have been 

stopped, and church buildings attacked by mobs. 

 The overall persecution situation in Sri Lanka is a result of Religious Nationalism, fuelled by 

the dominance of Buddhism as state religion in government and society.  

6. Future outlook:  

So far, the new government has failed to take steps to ensure the inclusion of Muslim and Christian 

minorities into society.  

7. Prayer Points: 

 Pray for the pastors in Sri Lanka who are mocked and frequently disturbed by their 

neighbours for conducting services. Please pray that they would not waiver in their faith and 

that they’ll draw strength from the Lord when they feel weary.  

 The persecution of Christians in Sri Lanka is experiencing a transition from violence (smash) 

to administrative and legal (squeeze) forms. Believers and churches are unaware of their legal 

rights and unprepared financially to face charges in courts. They give up the legal battle in 

many cases. Consequently, if not jailed, they end up having criminal records which can 

compromise their standing in the community. Pray for legal protection to be with pastors in 

Sri Lanka, that they will not be abused and bullied by the government. 

 In Sri Lanka, a radical political group called “Sinha Le” or “Lion’s Blood” is reported to have 

risen to prominence since early 2016. This group has been sowing hatred against minorities in 

the country. Not only Christians are affected but also Muslims and Hindu minorities as well. 

Please intercede for Sri Lanka, that acceptance for minorities in this country will prevail. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

The role of Open Doors’ ministry in the country is based upon the following pillars: 

 Providing Christian literature for graduates of Bible Seminaries and others. 

 Providing assistance by income-generating projects for believers affected by persecution. 

 Assisting churches which have faced violence and are in need of help. 

 Preparing believers how to deal with persecution through Standing Strong Through the 

Storm seminars. 


