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Kenya – #18 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 68 / Position: 18 

         WWL 2016: Points: 68 / Position: 16 

2. Persecution engines:  

In Kenya, the main persecution engine is Islamic Oppression. Subsidiary engines are: Ethnic 

Antagonism, Secular Intolerance and Organised Corruption and Crime. 

3. Context: 

Kenya has a very complex ethnic composition, which also strongly affects daily politics. It has also 

experienced violent terrorist attacks. The persecution of Christians resulting from Islamic 

Oppression – as perpetrated by Al-Shabaab – contains elements of ethnic cleansing in the 

northeastern part of the country. To combat the source of these attacks, Kenya has sent troops 

into Somalia. Secondly, Kenya is a country with a Christian majority (82%) and a considerably 

smaller Muslim population (10 to 15%). Yet, in areas dominated by an Islamic population, Christians 

have become a target for militant groups. Also important is the level of corruption. In Kenya, the 

corruption of public institutions is rampant, and its effect on protecting citizens is considerable. 

4. Types of Christianity affected: 

Three World Watch List (WWL) Christian categories exist in the country and experience 

persecution: Historical Christian communities, communities of converts to Christianity (here from 

a Muslim background – BMBs), and non-traditional Protestant Christian communities (e.g. 

Pentecostal and Charismatic churches).  

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence:  

 The overall pressure on Christians in Kenya fell considerably compared to WWL 2016 but 

remains at a very high level. 

 Pressure was strongest in the church and private spheres of life, which both scored very high. 

 The score for violence remained at a very high level and increased in comparison to WWL 

2016.  

 The persecution pattern shows that the hostile atmosphere in the country (caused by the 

atrocities of the Islamic militants in northeastern and coastal Kenya) has had a tremendous 

ripple effect on Christian communities throughout the country. Ethnic Antagonism, Secular 

Intolerance and Organised Corruption and Crime, have also contributed to the persecution, 

but the main one is Islamic Oppression.  

6. Future outlook: 

 In the past three years, the level of persecution in Kenya has kept growing and it is likely to 

continue that way. 

 If Al-Shabaab were to be defeated, this would reduce the level of violence against Christians 

in the northeastern and coastal regions. 
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 The country is aiming to hold elections in 2017, the outcome of which will have a profound 

effect on Christians in the country, especially those who live in the northeastern and coastal 

regions as they are the most vulnerable, and any major political crisis in the country would 

have a big impact on them. This is mainly because if major political crisis happen, the 

northeastern and coastal regions will be without adequate security personnel, as the 

government will pull its sources to the centre.  

7. Prayer Points: 

 Pray for repentance within the ranks of Islamic militant groups who target Christians. Pray 

they would come to know Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life. 

 Inspired by radical Islamic influences from Somalia, Muslim politicians have an agenda to 

completely eliminate the Christian Church from particularly the northeastern and coastal 

regions. Pray that their hearts would be changed. 

 Pray that Christians in the political arena would be given the wisdom they need. Pray they 

would receive the Lord’s protection and would have a strong voice. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

Open Doors has been working in Kenya through local partners and churches since the early 

2000s. We have been offering support to churches in the volatile Islam dominated northeastern 

border and coastal regions. Much of our work has been in the area of equipping the Church for 

broad ministry that is relevant to the area in which they find themselves. Christians are 

increasingly facing persecution and it is our desire to see the local Church help them to remain 

strong. Open Doors assists in the following areas: 

 Cross cultural evangelism and discipleship training. 

 Economic empowerment. 

 Leadership and management training for church leaders. 

 Trauma care training. 

 


