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Iraq – #7 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 86 / Position: 7 

 WWL 2016: Points: 90 / Position: 2 

2. Main persecution engines:  

The main persecution engine affecting Christians in Iraq is Islamic Oppression. Ethnic Antagonism 

(blended with Islamic Oppression), Organised Corruption and Crime and Denominational 

Protectionism are also present to a lesser extent.  

3. Context:  

Christians have lived in Iraq for two millennia but are currently on the verge of extinction. Iraq has 

suffered from years of structural uncertainty, conflict and instability under a government incapable 

of enforcing the rule of law and providing a minimum of security. Iraq is divided in two parts, the 

semi-autonomous Kurdish region in the north and the large remaining Arab part. Sectarian 

divisions have further fragmented Iraqi society under the influence of Islamic militants, not least in 

the establishment of the Islamic State (IS) caliphate. On the other hand, there are also glimmers of 

hope as opportunities arise for churches to reach out to refugees. 

4. Types of Christianity affected:  

Communities of expatriate or migrant Christians have not been counted as a separate category 

here as these Christians do not usually function as a separate group. Historical Christian 

communities and non-traditional Protestant Christian communities are seriously affected by 

persecution, especially by radical Islamic movements, authorities and non-Christian leaders. 

Communities of converts to Christianity (here from a Muslim background – BMBs) suffer severely 

from persecution, especially from family but also from all the above mentioned drivers if their faith 

is known. 

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: 

 The overall pressure on Christians is at an extreme level and rose slightly compared to the 

World Watch List (WWL) 2016 reporting period. Extreme levels of pressure are recorded in 

every sphere of life. This is typical for a situation in which there are many different persecution 

engines acting.  

 Pressure from Islamic Oppression affects all five spheres of life especially for converts.  

 Ethnic Antagonism (blended with Islamic Oppression) is most prevalent in the family and 

private spheres of life. 

 Organised Corruption and Crime is mostly expressed in the community and national spheres 

of life. 

 Denominational Protectionism particularly affects the church, family and private sphere of life. 
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 The violence score is very high but dropped compared to WWL 2016 (which covered the 

beginning of the Islamic State (IS) caliphate). There were less violent incidents against 

Christians as many fled areas controlled by IS and other Islamic extremists. 

 The overall persecution situation in Iraq is characterised by impunity, the threat of attacks by 

Islamic extremists and second class treatment by the authorities.  

6. Future outlook: 

Though it may take time, IS is expected to be expelled from territory it took over. The political 

powers are united in the battle against IS but may be drawn into a power struggle with the Kurds 

who are expected to further pursue independence. Christians risk being drawn into this struggle 

for power. 

7. Prayer Points: 

 Large areas of the populated territory of Iraq remain under the control of Islamic radicals. 

This situation is not expected to change in the near future and is likely to lead to another 

wave of Christians leaving the country. Even the Christian towns and areas that have been 

liberated are not safe to return to because of destruction, unexploded devices, and threats 

of returning Islamic State (IS) fighters. Please pray for peace and stability in Iraq. 

 Pray for the Christians known to be living secretly in IS held territories. Pray for their 

protection, and for them to experience God’s presence amidst the violence and threats.  

 Pray for the priests and pastors ministering in Iraq, that they might be living examples of 

Christ’s presence. Pray for the Body of Christ to keep hope alive. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

In cooperation with local partners and churches, Open Doors is supporting the church in Iraq 

through the following activities: 

 Presence ministry. 

 Training (trauma training, biblical training, training church leaders and BMBs). 

 Bible and Christian literature distribution and supporting Kurdish translations. 

 Socioeconomic projects (e.g. microloans for Internally Displaced Peoples). 

 Structural aid (e.g. church repairs/equipment and church activities). 

 Crisis relief. 

 Prayer support. 


