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India – #15 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 73 / Position: 15 

 WWL 2016: Points: 68 / Position: 17 

2. Main persecution engines:  

The persecution engines affecting Christians in India are Religious Nationalism and to a lesser 

extent Islamic Oppression and Communist and post-Communist Oppression. Furthermore, 

Christians are facing corruption daily, but this does not especially target them. 

3. Context: 

Since May 2014 India is being governed by a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government, led by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. As a result, radical Hinduism, which was already present under the 

previous government, has increased steadily. While the level of intolerance increased, and 

minorities were regularly attacked by radical Hindus, the central government refused to speak out 

against the perpetrators – thus, further encouraging them to step up their actions. The level of 

impunity has gone up markedly. 

4. Types of Christianity affected:  

All four World Watch List (WWL) categories of Christianity exist in India and are experiencing 

varying levels of persecution. Communities of expatriate or migrant Christians tend not to be active 

in outreach and are not usually targeted. Historical Christian communities experience some attacks 

of vandalism by radical Hindus. Communities of converts to Christianity – here from a Hindu 

background (BHBs) – bear the brunt of the persecution. They are constantly under pressure to 

return to Hinduism and are often physically assaulted, and sometimes killed. Non-traditional 

Protestant Christian communities are the second main target because of their involvement in 

outreach activities and conversion and face regular attacks by radical Hindus. 

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence:  

 Overall, the pressure on Christians has increased greatly in the WWL 2017 reporting period 

and is at a very high level in all spheres of life. This is typical for a situation in which several 

persecution engines are active.  

 Pressure is strongest in the national sphere. 

 Religious Nationalism is the main persecution engine and it is present in all spheres of life. 

 Pressure from Islamic Oppression is present mostly in the private, family and community 

spheres and is exerted by the social environment on BMBs, while the pressure from the 

Naxalite Communists (which affects all categories of Christians) is felt mostly in the 

community and church spheres. 

 The number of violent incidents against Christians rose in the WWL 2017 reporting period 

and is at the extreme level (as was the case in WWL 2016). India has one of the highest 

levels of violent incidents in the WWL 2017. 
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 The overall persecution situation in India has deteriorated markedly since the previous 

World Watch List. 

6. Future outlook: 

Radical Hindu attackers are increasingly enjoying impunity when they harass Muslims or Christians. 

As a result, the level of fear and uncertainty among the majority of Christians in India is increasing. 

It is likely that this dangerous trend (i.e. the fact that the government is looking the other way when 

religious minorities are attacked) will incite an increase in violence in the coming years. 

7. Prayer Points: 

 The assertiveness of all kinds of Hindu organisations has increased in recent years. They 

claim that India belongs to Hinduism. Pray for Christian converts from Hinduism who are 

forcefully pressured to return to Hinduism. 

 Pray for God’s provision and protection over Christians who boldly evangelise in states with 

anti-conversion laws. Pray they will be wise in their evangelism efforts. 

 Pray for Christian girls placed under house arrest by their families because of their faith. Pray 

they would be encouraged in their faith and that their families would come to know the 

Lord. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

Through local church partners and volunteers, Open Doors focusses on: 

 Distribution: Providing Bibles, Children’s Bibles, mini-library books, training manuals and 

Sunday school materials to persecuted Christians. 

 Training: Holistic training of Standing Strong Through the Storm modules for pastors, church 

workers, women, youth, children, and family groups. 

 Socioeconomic: Livelihood and community development, adult literacy programmes, bridge 

schooling for children, vocational education, and urgent aid and relief for persecuted 

Christians. 

 Advocacy: Field advocacy (legal help), legal seminars, and providing assistance to the victims 

of persecution. 

 


