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Djibouti – #40 
 

WWL 2017 / Summary 
Reporting period: 1 November 2015 to 31 October 2016 

1. Ranking: WWL 2017: Points: 57 / Position: 40 

                 WWL 2016: Points: 58 / Position: 28 

2. Persecution engines:  

The two main persecution engines in Djibouti are Islamic Oppression and Dictatorial Paranoia. 

Ethnic Antagonism is also present in the country but often blended with the other two engines 

especially with Islamic Oppression.  

3. Context: 

Djibouti is located in the Horn of Africa. It is surrounded by volatile countries with repressive 

governments like Eritrea, Somalia and Yemen. The country has a very favourable geographical 

location along one of the busiest shipping routes. The country is run by the authoritarian regime 

of President Ismail Omer Guelleh who has been in power since 1999. Historically, Islam is deeply 

embedded in Djibouti’s society. Christianity has existed in Djibouti for many centuries, partly 

because of its ties with Ethiopia. But most Djiboutians are conservative Sunni-Muslims and have 

strong family ties in Somalia and Yemen. The Djiboutian government supports Western efforts to 

fight Islamic militancy. Constitutionally, Islam is the state religion. 

4. Types of Christianity affected:  

Of the four World Watch List (WWL) categories of Christians in the country, communities of 

expatriate or migrant Christians (e.g. Ethiopian Orthodox Church), non-traditional Protestant 

Christian communities and converts from a Muslim background (BMBs) face persecution. Pressure 

is particularly severe on converts. 

5. Pressure in the 5 spheres of life and violence: 

 The overall pressure on Christians is at a very high level but dropped slightly compared to the 

WWL 2016 reporting period. 

 Pressure is highest in the private and church spheres of life, followed by the family sphere, all 

three having very high scores. 

 Pressure is lowest in the national sphere of life, but still at a high level. 

 The score for violence is very low but did increase compared to WWL 2016.  

 The overall persecution situation in Djibouti is fuelled by Islamic Oppression, Dictatorial 

Paranoia and Ethnic Antagonism being driven by government officials, family members, 

community leaders and other religious leaders. The paranoid government of the incumbent 

president seeks to control all aspects of society by stifling freedom of association, freedom of 

religion and freedom of expression.  

6. Future outlook: 

In the reporting period there has not been any significant change in the country or in the region. 

But Djibouti’s fall in rank on WWL 2017 is mainly due to the rise in the persecution in other  
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countries, not in a decrease in persecution in the country. Islamic Oppression, Dictatorial Paranoia 

and Ethnic Antagonism will remain the main challenges for Christians. Thus, the current status quo 

is expected to continue for the next few years. 

7. Prayer Points: 

 Pray for Christians who are constricted in their faith by Djibouti’s communal, Islamic culture. 

Pray that this culture would change and that Christians would experience more freedom to 

practice their faith. 

 Pray for imams who incite hatred towards Christians. Pray that they would encounter Jesus 

and that their hearts would be changed. 

 Pray that Christians will be able to show love towards their persecutors when they are 

refused jobs and denied community resources. 

8. Role of Open Doors 

Although Christians in this Islamic state, strategically positioned in the Horn of Africa, are 

experiencing growing persecution, Open Doors is seeking to encourage and equip believers to 

continue to share their faith in Christ. Through strategic partnerships, Open Doors is 

strengthening the local Church in Djibouti through the following efforts:  

 Christian literature.  

 Support in discipleship. 

 Support in income-generating activities.  


